Do you want to be a professional? Professional associations are a wonderful resource for career exploration and their certification programs are excellent avenues for career building and for networking as you grow in your profession. In addition to national associations and certification programs, many association offer local chapters that open the door to local communities.
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Writing Education
Art and Art History
· American Art Therapy Association 

· American Ceramic Society 

· American Design Drafting Association 

· American Institute of Graphic Arts 

· Art Museum Network 

· Graphic Artists Guild 

· Graphic Arts Information Network 

· Graphic Communications International Union 

· International Council of Museums 

· National Art Education Association 

· National Association of Schools of Art and Design 

Biology
· American Medical Association 

· American Association for the Advancement of Science Careers 

· American Association of Botanical Gardens & Arboreta 

· American Society for Gravitational & Space Biology 

· American Society for Microbiology 

· American Society of Animal Science 

· American Society of Clinical Pathologists 

· American Society of Electroneurodiagnostic Technologists 

· American Society of Limnology and Oceanography 

· Biomedical Engineering Society 

· Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology 

· International Society of Arboriculture 

· National Institutes of Health 

· National Science Foundation 

· New York Biotechnology Association 

· Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology 

· Society for Marine Mammology 

· Tree Care Industry Association 
Business Communications
· International Association of Business Communicators 
IABC is a worldwide organization of approximately 13,000 communicators in more than 45 countries. From its international headquarters in San Francisco, IABC provides professional development, consultation and support to members through local chapters, district regions, and international conferences (1998's will be in New Orleans in June). They provide information on positions available, perform research on timely issues and topics related to communications, and offer a professional accreditation program. Student memberships available.
· IABC Hyperspace
IABC also maintains an online presence in IABC Hyperspace, a section in the PR & Marketing SIG on Compuserve. The message base and library are open to all. At the Compuserve prompt type GO IABC.

· Society for Technical Communication
STC is the largest organization serving the technical communication profession.

· American Medical Writers Association
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Business/Marketing/Sales
· American Management Association 

· American Marketing Association 

· American Production and Inventory Control Society (APICS) same as Association for Operations Management
· American Society for Training and Development 

· Association of Career Professionals International 

· Business Forms Management Association 

· Chartered Management Institute 

· Commercial Development & Marketing Association 

· International Association of Business Communicators 

· National Association of Sales Professionals 

· Production and Operations Management Society (POMS)
· Project Management Institute (PMI)
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Chemistry
· American Association for the Advancement of Science 

· American Association for Clinical Chemistry 

· American Chemical Society 

· American Institute of Chemists 

· American Society for Biochemistry& Molecular Biology 

· National Institutes of Health 

· National Science Foundation 

· New York Biotechnology Association 
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Church Ministry/Religion
· American Theological Library Association 

· Association of Jewish Libraries 

· International Association for Religious Freedom 

· National Catholic Educational Association 

· Religious Education Association 

· Society of Biblical Literature 
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Computer Science
· American Association for History & Computing 

· American Crystallographic Association 

· American Society for Cybernetics 

· American Society for Information Science and Technology 

· Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education 

· Association for Computational Linguistics 

· Association for Computers and the Humanities 

· Association for Computing Machinery 

· Association for Laboratory Automation 

· Association of Internet Technology Professionals 

· Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility 

· IEEE Computer Society 

· Society for Computers in Psychology 

· Society for Modeling and Simulation International 

· USENIX (Advanced Computing Systems Association) 
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Drama
· Actor’s Equity Association 

· American Federation of Television and Radio Artists 

· American Society of Cinematographers 

· Dramatists Guild 

· International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 

· National Association for Drama Therapy 

· Screen Actors Guild 
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Economics/Finance/Accounting
· Accountants Global Network 

· American Association of Finance & Accounting 

· American Bankers Association 

· American Economic Association 

· Business Professionals of America 

· Economic History Association 

· Economic Science Association 

· International Economic Association 

· National Association for Business Economics 

· National Bankers Association 

· National Business Education Association 

· National Economic Association 

· Society for Consumer Psychology 
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Education K-12
· American Educational Research Association 

· Association for Educational Communications & Technology 

· Association for Experiential Education 

· Association of Teacher Educators 

· Association of Texas Professional Educators 

· Catholic Education Network 

· Council for Exceptional Children 

· National Association for the Education of Young Children 

· National Education Association 

· Texas Classroom Teachers Association 
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Higher Education 
· American Association of Community Colleges 

· American Association for Higher Education 

· National Association of College Admission Counseling 

· National Association of College & University Business Officers 

· Professional & Organizational Development Network in Higher Education 
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Engineering 
· American Institute of Architects 

· Association of Energy Engineers 

· Engineering Society of Detroit 

· Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 

· National Society of Professional Engineers 

· Society of Mexican American Engineers & Scientists 

· Society of Women Engineers 
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English
· Academy of Advertising 

· Advertising Council 

· American Advertising Federation 

· American Association of Advertising Agencies 

· American Literature Association 

· American Medical Writers Association 

· American Women in Radio and Television 

· Association of American Publishers 

· Association of Literary Scholars and Critics 

· Association of National Advertisers 

· National Communication Association 

· National Federation of Abstracting & Information Services 

· Public Relations Society of America 

· Society for Technical Communication 

· Society of Children's Book Writers & Illustrators 

· Writers Guild of America 
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Environmental Science
· Air and Waste Management Association 

· American Society of Landscape Architects 

· Ecological Society of America 

· Environmental Careers Organization 

· Environment Protection Operation 

· National Association for Environmental Management 

· National Association of Environmental Professionals 

· National Registry of Environmental Professionals 
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Franchise and Self Employment
· Association for Enterprise Opportunity 

· International Franchise Association 

· National Association for the Self-Employed 

· National Association of Home Based Businesses 

· Self-Employed Women’s Association 
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Health Care
· American Academy of Medical Administrators 

· American Medical Directors Association 

· American Nutraceutical Association 

· American Professional Practice Association 

· American Public Health Association 

· American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science 

· National Association of Medical Staff Services 

· National Association of Professional Geriatric Care Professionals 
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History
· American Association for State and Local History 

· American Association of Museums 

· American Historical Association 

· American Institute for the Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works 

· American Library Association 

· Organization of American Historians 

· Society for History in the Federal Government 

· Society of American Archivists 

· Society of Ancient Military Historians 

· Special Libraries Association 
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Human Resources
· American Society for Training & Development 

· College & University Professional Association for Human Resources 

· Dallas Human Resource Management Association 

· International Association for Human Resource Information Management 

· International Public Management Association for Human Resources 

· International Society of Certified Employee Benefit Specialists 

· International Society for Performance Improvement
· National Association of Colleges and Employers 

· National Association of Personnel Services 

· National Human Resources Association 

· Society for Human Resource Management 
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Journalism
· American Copy Editors Society 

· American Society of Journalists & Authors 

· American Society of Newspaper Editors 

· Online News Association 

· Society of Professional Journalists 
· American Amateur Press Association 
An association of part-time journalists.
· The Broadcast Professionals Forum
The Broadcast Professionals Forum may be found on Compuserve (GO BPFORUM).
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Languages
· American Association for Applied Linguistics 

· American Dialect Society 

· American Translators Association 

· International Association for Language Learning Technology 

· International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language 

· International Listening Association 

· Institute of International Education 

· Modern Language Association 

· National Association for Bilingual Education 

· Society for the Study of Indigenous Languages of the Americas 

· Travel Industry Association of America 
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Law & Legal
· Academy of Legal Studies in Business 

· American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers 

· American Bar Association 

· American Law and Economics Association 

· American Society of International Law 

· Association of American Law Schools 

· Association of Trial Lawyers of America 

· Interleges 

· International Association of Law Libraries 

· International Law Association 

· Law and Society Association 

· National Association of Bond Lawyers 

· NALS...Association of Legal Professionals 

· National Federation of Paralegal Associations 

· National Lawyers Guild 

· Texas Trial Lawyers Association 
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Mathematics
· American Mathematical Society 

· American Statistical Association 

· Association for Women in Mathematics 

· Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 

· Institute of Mathematical Statistics 

· International Association of Mathematical Physics 

· Mathematical Association of America 

· Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics 

· Young Mathematicians Network 
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Minorities
· Black Career Women 

· National Alliance of Black School Educators 

· National Association of Asian American Professionals 

· National Association of Developmental Disabilities Council 

· National Hispanic Business Association 

· National Society of Black Engineers 
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Professional Public Relations Organizations
· References & Research
PR professionals often need to research wide-ranging topics far afield from their area of expertise. These reference resources will help you get the job done.

· Training & Development
Public Relations and related communication technologies are clipping along at a lightening pace. Keep your PR skills sharp & current with seminars, how-to's, and more.

· The Nonprofit Good Practice Guide
Offers good practices to assist nonprofits and foundations in improving their efficiency and effectiveness. The free online Guide provides tips and resources organized within topic areas including Advocacy, Communications and Marketing, Foundations and Grantmaking, and Volunteer Management.  
· Canadian Public Relations Society
The CPRS is a not-for-profit professional society dedicated to serving Canadians through the establishment and maintenance of high professional, educational and ethical standards in public relations. 1,500 members in 18 member societies across Canada.

· Council of Public Relations Firms
Provides PR industry information covering topics such as how to find and hire a public relations firm; how to start a career in public relations; ways to research the industry; and process for members and firms interested in joining. The site also posts detailed rankings of top PR firms.

· Entertainment Publicists Professional Society
The EPPS serves as a professional resource for the entertainment industry and academic institutions in matters involving entertainment public relations, and also provides members with the opportunity to exchange information for permanent and freelance employment.

· Institute for Public Relations
Established in 1956, IPR carries out valuable PR research, education programs, and makes data widely available to improve the profession. The IPR has supported more than 200 separate research projects covering everything from what PR students should study to an analysis of how new technologies are affecting the profession.

· Institute of Public Relations / UK
The IPR is the professional body for PR practitioners in the UK, with over 7,000 members involved in all aspects of the public relations industry. "It is the largest professional body of its type in Europe with rigorous qualifications for membership ensuring that standards are high and maintained."

· International Association of Business Communicators
A 13,700 membership with access to industry information sources including Communications World Online for searching business communication topics. Plus a current and free PR job board provided to members and non-members lets you interact directly with the employer or agency posting the notice.

· International Public Relations Association
IPRA aims at providing professional development and personal networking opportunities for its worldwide membership and promoting the practice of public relations on a global level.

· Issue Management Council
The IMC is a professional membership organization for people whose work is managing issues and those who wish to advance the discipline.

· Media Insider
A free service for the PR community, Media Insider is hosted by PR Newswire and ProfNet, its expert directory linking reporters to 11,000 media relations professionals. Among the departments for registered users (it's free): media placement intelligence, reflections on the practice of PR, and a bulletin board for jobs in PR.

· Public Relations Institute of New Zealand
PRINZ has 650 members throughout New Zealand and is a member of the Public Relations Global Alliance, and welcomes overseas membership.

· Public Relations Society of America
PRSA is the industry's largest professional group. In depth PR resources, member and agency lists, links and several superb publications - Strategist and Tactics. PRSA has 114 chapters throughout the United States, with about 20,000 members.
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Philosophy
· American Association of Philosophy Teachers 

· American Catholic Philosophical Organization 

· American Philological Association 

· American Philosophical Association 
· American Philosophical Practitioners Association 

· Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry 

· Association for Practical and Professional Ethics 

· Canadian Philosophical Association 

· International Association for Philosophy & Literature 

· International Association for Philosophy of Law & Social Philosophy 

· Society for Philosophy and Technology 

· Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology 
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Physics
· American Association for the Advancement of Science 

· American Astronomical Society 

· American Institute of Physics 

· American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 

· Institute of Physics 

· National Association of Power Engineers 

· National Science Foundation 

· Physics News Jobs, and Resources 
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Politics
· American Political Science Association 

· International Society of Political Psychology 

· International Association for Political Science Students 

· International Peace Research Association 

· National Association of Regional Councils 

· National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration 

· National Policy Association 

· Political Studies Association of the UK 

· Public Relations Society of America 
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Psychology
· Academy of Organizational and Occupational Psychiatry 

· American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

· American Association for Geriatric Psychiatry 

· American Counseling Association 

· American Psychiatric Association 

· American Psychoanalytic Association 

· American Psychological Association 

· American Psychological Society 

· American School Counselor Association 

· Association for Humanistic Psychology 

· Association for Psychological Type 

· Cognitive Science Society 

· International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology 

· International Society of Political Psychology 

· International Society for Theoretical Psychology 

· NAADAC - The Association for Addiction Professionals 

· National Association of Cognitive & Behavioral Therapists 

· National Association of Social Workers 

· National Board for Certified Counselors 

· Society for a Science of Clinical Psychology 

· Society for Computers in Psychology 

· Society for Industrial & Organizational Psychology 

· Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
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Science (General)
· American Institute of Biological Sciences 

· Marine Advanced Technology Education Center
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Temporary Work

· American Staffing Association
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Writers

· National Writers Union
The National Writers' Union was established to provide professional writers with a powerful group voice in dealings with publishers. Through it's national office in New York City, the NWU provides job referrals and information to help writers secure the best possible contracts and payment terms from publishers. NWU maintains a job hotline for members and is a sub-group of the UAW.  They can be reached by E-mail at nwu@netcom.com.
· International Women Writers' Guild
The IWWG is an international support network primarily of women writers. A bimonthly newsletter, group travel and a week-long annual writers' conference help members to stay informed about the activities of other members and provide important skill development. IWWG's brand new home page contains a wealth of downloadable information written by members on various aspects of writing.
· The Authors Registry 
Nonprofit organization with royalty collection and distribution service, licensing service and large contact directory for authors.
· National Writers Association 
Association for free lance writers.
· Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America, Inc. 
Sponsors of the SFWA Nebula Awards for best published science fiction. Encourages public interest in science fiction literature.
· The Authors Guild
330 West 42nd Street, 29th floor
New York, NY 10036 USA
· Information and services to help established writers with business and legal aspects of their work.
· The Author's League of America
234 West 44th Street
New York, NY 10036 USA
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Writing Education

· The Alliance for Computers and Writing
· Association for Women in Computing
· Association of Teachers of Technical Writing
· Writers in the Schools
Sends professional writers into school classrooms to work with students and teachers.
· Worldwide Publishing Consortium 
An international forum for the publishing, graphic arts, communications, and multimedia industries, to exchange information and advance education.
· Global Web of Scholarly Societies
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Women
· American Association of University Women 

· American Medical Woman's Association 

· American Business Women’s Association 

· Association for Women in Computing 

· Association for Women in Mathematics 

· Association for Women in Science 

· Committee on Women in Science & Engineering 

· International Association for Feminist Economists 

· Women in Technology International 

· Jane Austen Society of North America 

· Self-Employed Women’s Association 

· Society of Women Engineers 
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Other Fields
· Air Transport Association 

· American Association of Corporate Secretaries 

· National Air Traffic Controllers Association 

· National Athletic Trainers’ Association
