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Farnsley Middle School (a Jefferson County Public Schools Math, Science, and Technology Magnet) and Indiana University Southeast (IUS) have formed an educational and electronic partnership in which 7th Grade Language Arts students and pre-service teachers in Dr. Ridout’s Language Arts/Reading Methods classes are paired to work on writing portfolio pieces.  Each semester, Chris Burba, the Seventh Grade Language Arts teacher, and Debbie Schweitzer, the School Technology Coordinator, come to the university and conduct a presentation on ethical marking of portfolios pieces and ethical and legal uses of student email. 

During the presentation, IUS students are asked to sign an agreement similar to the one signed by the employees and students of Jefferson County Public Schools. After this presentation the 7th grade students email a writing portfolio piece to their IUS pre-service teachers.  The pre-service teachers have time to read and evaluate the students’ work. At this point the IUS pre-service teachers can discuss any suggestions for revision of the students’ writing pieces in their Language Arts/Reading Methods class. After reviewing the pieces, two face-to-face conference days are set up for the pre-service teachers to visit their Farnsley students.  The library and the computer lab are devoted to this project on those days.  

[image: image3.jpg]



During the face-to-face conference days, the pre-service teachers meet with three to four students.  After the visit the students complete the revisions on their writing portfolio pieces and email the pieces to their IUS pre-service teachers.   The pre-service teachers then, via email, offer additional comments or encouragement.  During this project, the classroom teacher, School Technology Coordinator, and university professor monitor all activities. Most recently, all students have an individual drop box that is part of JCPS Online, an Angel environment. The IUS students review portfolio pieces online and then reply with suggestions in this protected environment.   The pre-service teachers can only access their assigned students’ work, and each Farnsley student can only view his or her own work. 

The newest aspect of this project is the utilization of handheld Dell computers.  The Farnsley students and teachers are currently exploring applications of this new technology to enhance this project.
