Popular Activities for Children

The Early Childhood Connection

Sand/Water Activity Table

Beans, birdseed, rice, grass seed, popcorn, pea gravel, macaroni, insta-snow, sand, and water are all items that can be used in an activity table.  Other items, depending upon your theme can be placed in the table also (examples:  shovels, dump trucks, tractors, wagons, rakes, spoons, bowls, plates, cups, measuring cups, scoops, dinosaurs, and action figures).

This activity requires constant supervision and discussion of rules.  Initially, some children will try to put items in their mouths, noses, etc.  Some children will want to throw objects at others.  However with supervision, this is a very tactile activity that inspires creativity.

Playdough

Playdough can be purchased inexpensively or homemade.  It even comes scented now.  I prefer the unscented, because small children may be more tempted by the scent to eat the playdough.  I do not recommend the expensive kits or presses that you can buy.  Items that may enhance playdough creativity include:  plastic knives, forks, rolling pins, plastic pizza cutters.

This activity promotes the development of small motor skills.  (I consider it to be a pre-writing activity.)

Manipulatives

Duplo blocks, wooden blocks, Lincoln logs, stackable toys, and beads all fall into this category.  These classics are among the least expensive toys and inspire the most imagination.  If the child gets tired of playing with these items, consider adding another component, such as dinosaurs or monsters.  Use play dishes and pretend the blocks are food.  Encourage children to think outside the box.  Other items to include with this activity are:  little people, soldiers, animals, cars, and dishes.  

Cheerios and Fruit Loops with laces also make nice manipulatives.

Crafts

3, 4, and 5 year old children like to work with markers, colored pencils, stamps, scissors, glue sticks, paints, side-walk chalk, etc.  Use news print (ends available at the leader office for free), old newspapers, recycle computer paper.  Make a collage.  Gather pebbles, sticks, leaves, acorns, etc. 

Supervision required.
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Work Area

Ellison Die Cutting Machine/Dies

25” Laminator

Copy Machine

Paper Trimmer

Large Paper /Cutter

Hole Punch

Supplies to use w/children:  scissors, glue sticks, glue, wiggle eyes, macaroni, glitter, water colors, craft sticks, feathers, felt, yarn, pipe cleaners, shredded paper, construction paper, markers, colored pencils, crayons

Workshops/Trainings

May 27, 2003     6:00-8:00 p.m.  “Caring for Children with Special Needs”

June 9, 2003       6:00-8:00 p.m.  “Working with Families and Team Members of 

                                                       Children with Special Needs”

July 15, 2003     6:00-8:00 p.m.  “Caring for Children with Autism”

Aug. 12, 2003    6:00-8:00 p.m.  “Setting up the Environment for Children”

Sept. 4, 2003      6:00-8:00 p.m.  “Selecting and Adapting Toys”

Sept. 30, 2003    6:00-8:00 p.m.  “Caring for Children with ADHD”

Sept./Oct. (tba)                             “Better Baby Care”

Dec.                                               “ADHD”

Books

Community Helper Series

Holiday Series

Science Series

Senses Series

Theme Library Series

CDs/Cassettes/Videos/Software

Cassettes

Fun Phonics Long Vowel-cassette/book

Chant the Alphabet-cassette/book

Big Fun w/Greg & Steve

CDs

Bear Tunes for Kids

Cow Tunes for Kids

CDs Cont’d

Fun Phonics Consonants cd w/book

Fun Phonics Short Vowel cd w/book

I’m a Can Do Kid cd w/book

Moose Tunes for Kids

Musical Math cd w/book

Playing Favorites w/Greg & Steve

Sea Tunes for Kids

Sesame Street Dance Songs

Storytelling w/Mary Jo Huff

Software

Amazon Trail 3rd Edition Rainforest Adventures 

Backyard Baseball

Blue’s 1,2,3 Time Activities

Blue’s Reading Time Activities

Carmen Sandiego Junior Detective

Carmen Sandiego Math Detective

Carmen Sandiego Word Detective

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom 

Freddi Fish Haunted School

Freddi Fish Stolen Conch Shell

How Many Bugs in a Box?

Just Grandma and Me

Kid Pix Deluxe

Leap Ahead Kindergarten

Leap Ahead Phonics

More Bugs in Boxes

Mr. Potato Head Activity

Oregon Trail II

Putt Putt Enters the Race

Reader Rabbit’s Math

Richard Scarry’s Best Reading Program Ever

Sesame Street Elmo’s Deep Sea Adventure

Sesame Street Elmo Through The Looking Glass

Sesame Street Grover’s Travels

Sesame Street Reading Basics

The Land Before Time Preschool Adventure

Tonka Raceway

Tonka Search & Rescue

School House Rock Thinking Games

Where in the USA is Carmen Sandiego?

Writing & Creativity Center

Videos

Barney Fun & Games

Barney Imagination Island

Videos, continued 

Barney Once Upon A Time

Barney Seasons

Batman Meets Scooby Doo

Bear Heroes of Woodland

Beethoven

Best of School House Rock

Blue’s Clues ABCs & 123s

Blue’s Clues Big Musical

Blue’s Clues Joe Time

Bob Builder Busy Bob & Silly Spud

Bob Can We Fix It?

Bob To The Rescue

Care Bears Movie

Care Bears Movie II

Charlie Brown Christmas

Charlie Brown Great Pumpkin

Charlie Brown Thanksgiving

Clifford King Clifford
Clifford Valentine

Dances w/Wolves

Dora Backpack Adventure

Dora Map Adventure

Dora Swing Into Action

Dr. Doolittle

Kipper Imagine That

Little People Discovering Things That Go

Scooby Cyber Chase

Scooby Original Mysteries

Sesame Street 123 Count

Sesame Street Best of Elmo

Sesame Street Elmo’s Musical Adventure

Sesame Street Kid’s Favorite Songs 2

Tom & Jerry Whiskers Away

Wiggles Wiggly World

Infants/Toddlers

Activity Play Rug

Activity Gyms

Activity Walkers

Bouncer, Giggle & Go

Bouncer, Kick & Play 

Bouncer, Soothe & Play 

Infant Toy Boxes

High Chairs

Multi-Image Mirror

Infant/Toddlers, continued

Step Stools

Toddler Terrace

Toddler Climb On

Exer-Saucers

Racers-Little Tikes

Trikes

Playpens

Swing-Infant Take-Along

Swing-Infant Open Top

Swing-Toddler, Outdoor

Trucks-dump trucks

Truck-fire truck

Waterbabies

Piano-Infant Toddler Classical

Mobiles

Tappy Turtle

Tunes Puppy

Games

Ants in the Pants

Battleship

Candy Land

Clue

Color & Shape Bingo

Don’t Spill the Beans

Ice Cream Scoops of Fun

Kidz Cardz

Magnetic Alphabet Fishing

Magnetic Fishing

Memory

Metal Chess

Chinese Checkers

Scrabble Jr.

Sorry

Twister

Manipulatives

Alphabet & Number Beads

Attribute Blocks & Cards

Beads & Laces

Cookie Cutters

Fantasy Builders

Gear Builders

Lacing Buttons

Linking People

Manipulatives, continued

Log Builders

Measuring Tapes

Number Scales

Pop & Groove Builders

Potato Heads

Shape Activity Kit

Slot A Shape Builder

Snap Cube Builder

Snow Flake Builder

Star Builder

Teddy Scales

Tinker Toys

Unifix Cubes

Pre-School

Activity Tables (sand, water)

Classroom Magnet Kit

Have A Ball Magnet Set

Leap Frog

Magic Boards & Cards

Magnet Discovery Boards

Magnetic Chalkboards w/ letters

Puppets:  cat, cow, dog, elephant, frog, monkey, panda, pig, raccoon

Telescopes

Teacher Resources

A-Z Science Experiments Kit

Chant the Alphabet Big Book/Cassette

Chef Combo Kit

Circle Time Video

Complete Guide to Classroom Centers

Complete Resource Book

Hands On Alphabet

Listening Centers

Liquid Measuring Kit

Problem Solving w/ Unifix Cubes

Science Discovery Chest

Songs, Action Rhymes & Finger Puppets

Storytelling Kits

Transition Time

Transition Tips & Tricks

Touch & Match Guessing w/box

When Teachers Reflect

Theme Boxes (each theme box has a matching theme library w/ additional books)

All About Me

Beginning Measurement

Colors

Community & Careers

Dinosaurs

Earth & Environment

Families

Farms

Five Senses

Food & Nutrition

Growing Things

Health & Safety

Homes

Insects & Spiders

Numbers & Counting

Nursery Rhymes

Pets

Sea Life

Seasons & Weather

Shapes

Space

Tools & Machines

Transportation

Wild Animals

Toys

ABC Store

Action Figures Lg.

Action Figures Sm.

Barbie Playset (5 dolls, misc.)

Cars

Chunky Farm (19 pc.)

Community Helper Figures (12)

Community Helpers Vests

Construction Playset

Doctor Kit

Dolls:  Button & Dress

Emergency Playset

Family Play Figures

Firefighter Kit

Food & Dishes Set

FP Loving Family Playset (32 pc.)

Hammering Kit

Imaginext Rescue Center

Imaginext Wizard Tower

Toys, continued

Lawnmowers

Little People Home

LT Basketball Goals

Megaphones

Noah’s Ark Playset

Train Set

Misc.

Soft Balance Beam

Tumbling Mats

