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‘There are
only two
tragedies in
life: one is
not getting
what one
wants, and
the other is
getting it.’

– Oscar Wilde 

WHAT’S MY
PROFESSOR
READING?

Peggy Cummins
adjunct professor

history

“The Swallows of
Kabul”

By Yasmina
Khadra

IUS veteran  retires after 30 years
By TAMARA McDANIEL

Staff Writer
tammcdan@ius.edu

After 30 years at IU Southeast, Frank Thacker-
ay, former professor of history, has retired. Born
and raised in Pittsburg, Penn., he is no stranger to
the experience and adventures college life pres-
ents to students.

Thackeray’s wife Kathy also retired in August.
She was a Montessori teacher in Louisville. He
said they are currently going through a “decom-
pression period.” 

The couple is going to spend some time vaca-
tioning in North Carolina before deciding on
what’s next. Thackeray plans to continue working
on unfinished research projects.

For the last ten years at IU Southeast he taught
European History. His current interest is in 19th
century Russian-Polish relations. He started out
specializing in 19th century Russian communism.

Before coming to IU Southeast in 1977, Thacker-
ay was just another student looking to experience
the world around him. He met his wife at Temple
University in Philadelphia.

After getting married and completing his Mas-
ters, he received a Fulbright Scholarship to go to
communist Warsaw, Poland for two years to do
doctoral research. 

Once his research in Warsaw was finished, the
couple bought a new VW bus from a factory in
Germany and lived in it and at camp grounds
while traveling throughout Europe. The couple
wanted to travel and live free before starting a
family.

During this time they met many people from all
over the world. When he came back to the states in
1975 Thackeray went to work finishing his disser-
tation.

“We had friends in D.C. so we moved in a group
house in the NW area,” Thackeray said.

His wife maintained a job as a receptionist
while he worked on his doctorate dissertation for
almost two years. When he finished, Thackeray

was hired at IU Southeast and moved to Indiana.
One highlight of his time at IU Southeast, he

said, was the general growth of the college. When
he began there were fewer than 4000 students, and
most were part-time.

Thackeray said the dorms will significantly
change the environment at IU Southeast and create
a maturing campus atmosphere. He said he
believes after this change the campus will become
the focal point of many students with an increase
of on-campus activities.

Another great turning point, he said, was the
building of the new library.

“I was so happy when we got a free standing
library,” he said. “To me that is the most essential
part of a university. The library contains the
knowledge of the universe. If you as an individual
are curious enough, we can’t make you be curious
but if you are, you don’t need us, you need a
library.” 

Thackeray believes that from a historical per-
spective, the electronic library resources are one of
the greatest transitions within the last 500 years.

“The informational resources are endless with
just the click of a button,” he said. “It’s a tremen-
dous revolution.”
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By JOSH BARBER
Staff Writer

barberj@ius.edu

IUS students had a chance to get in touch with
their Greek side at McCullough Plaza Sept. 14.
Greekapalooza, sponsored by the Student Pro-

gram Council, provided a chance for students to
meet with local sororities and fraternities.

At IU Southeast, female students can choose
from several sororities including Alpha Phi, Phi
Sigma Sigma, Sigma Kappa and Zeta Phi Beta.
Male students have the option to become a mem-
ber of Pi Kappa Alpha or Tau Kappa Epsilon.

Alpha Phi is a social sorority that promotes
scholarship and sisterhood. 

Phi Sigma Sigma’s objective is to promote high
scholastic, social and cultural pursuit among its
members. 

Zeta Phi Beta is currently the only historically
black sorority on campus. Its principles are schol-
arship, service, sisterly love, and finer woman-
hood.

Pi Kappa Alpha is an organization that chal-
lenges its members to advance their interests in
any and every endeavor they choose, and Tau
Kappa Epsilon wants to help each of its members
through their academic career.

Amy Stark, freshman, said she wants to be in a
sorority because she saw how much fun her sister
had when she was in a sorority at the University of
Louisville.

“I don’t know if I can fit it into my schedule, but
I want to try,” she said. “It’s hard because I work so
much, but it seems fun.” 

Stark said she is shy and enjoys talking to other
students because it helps her open up.

“I’m not sure which sorority I want to join yet
but I think this has helped me with my decision,”
she said. 

The event was a good chance for sororities and
fraternities to meet new members and recruit
more students. Information packets about formals,
sports and other Greek life events were available.
More than 60 students attended. 

Some of the activities at Greekapalooza were
flag football and cornhole, or students could listen
to the radio and get to know each other. Sorority
members provided food, including burgers and
chips. Students could also enjoy cold drinks and
good company.

After the games, attendees mingled and learned
more about Greek life.

Students get involved with Greek life

Photo by Patrick Emmert

A student plays cornhole at the Greekapalooza event held at McCullough Plaza Sept.14. Spon-
sored by the Student Program Council, the event gave students an opportunity to learn more about
Greek life at IU Southeast, participate in games and have some free food.

By BARBARA BARONTINI
(c) 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

Parents need to police kids' video games.
With another school year under way,

children are busy with homework,
extracurricular activities and new friend-
ships. But in our technological age, chances
are your children also are spending valu-
able time playing video games, listening to
their iPod or surfing the Internet.

As a mother, pulling your kids away
from video games or the computer might
seem like a daunting task. However,
research indicates that adolescents often
want parental guidance when trying to bal-
ance work and play.

According to Melanie Killen, an educa-
tion professor at the University of Mary-
land, kids realize that self-monitoring is dif-
ficult, so parental intervention can help
moderate their time spent on video games
and other technological devices. Monitor-
ing video-game use is particularly impor-
tant because research shows that adoles-
cents -- males, in particular -- have a fairly
high acceptance rate of negative stereotypi-
cal images in video games. So, the more
often your kids play these games, the more

accepting they are of any negative images.
So, how can you monitor your child's

video-game habit? By evaluating two
important factors -- time spent playing and
quality of the game -- you can regulate
video-game time.

First, limit video-game time to 30 min-
utes a day for younger children and one
hour a day for adolescents. 

This will help ensure that your children
spend time with friends, work on school
assignments and get enough physical activ-
ity.

Take time to watch when your kids play
video games. Educate yourself about the
content of the games, and avoid those with
excessive violence.

Finally, have a frank talk with your kids
about video-game use. Clearly outline your
house rules, and talk with your kids about
the content of their favorite games, whether
there are negative consequences and if they
think the games influence their own behav-
ior and attitudes.

Write to Barbara Barontini in care of King
Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or send e-mail to
itsawomansworld@gmail.com.
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