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The Horizon is a
student-produced

newspaper, published
weekly during the fall
and spring semesters.

Editors must be enrolled
in at least three credit

hours and are paid
through a stipend. To
report a story idea or

obtain information, call
941-2253 or e-mail
horizon@ius.edu. 

The Horizon is not an
official publication of
Indiana University

Southeast and therefore
does not necessarily

reflect its views.

The Horizon is partially
funded by Student

Activity Fees

The Horizon is a member
of the Indiana Collegiate

Press Association,
Hoosier State Press
Association, and the

Associated
Collegiate Press.
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The Horizon welcomes
letters on all subjects.

Send them to this
address:

The Horizon
IU Southeast

4201 Grant Line Rd.
New Albany, Ind. 47150

Letters may also be sent
by e-mail:

horizon@ius.edu

Letters must be signed,
include student's major

or class standing, and be
fewer than 300 words.

The Horizon reserves the
right to edit for brevity,
grammar, and style, and
may limit frequent letter

writers.
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homepages.ius.edu/Horizon
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Your first issue of The
Horizon is free. All 

subsequent copies cost 
$2 each.

By MICHAEL WILMES
Staff Writer

mwilmes@ius.edu

The Southeastern Student,
The Student, The Southeast
Horizon, IUS Horizon; all are
former names of this paper.
During its 60 years of exis-
tence, The Horizon has not
only changed names but it
has also changed form and
has helped mold the lives of
those who have been respon-
sible for publishing it.

According to the IU
Southeast journalism pro-
gram’s Web site, The Horizon
has won several awards from
such organizations as the
Indiana Collegiate Press
Association, the Hoosier
State Press Association and
the Society of Professional
Journalists.

Archives in the IUS
Library show that The Hori-
zon began as the Southeast-
ern Student on March 12,
1947. The first issues resem-
bled little more than newslet-
ters. At the time, IU South-
east was in Jeffersonville and
was known as the Southeast-
ern Center of Indiana Uni-
versity. Jim St. Clair, profes-
sor of journalism, said it was
essentially a feeder school for
Bloomington.

The stories were little
more than two sentence sum-
maries and the paper was
two pages long compared to
the current eight pages. 

The second issue of the
Southeastern Student
informed students that sum-
mer school was starting and
tuition would be $5 for resi-
dents and $10 for non-resi-
dents per credit hour.
According to the IUS Web
site, tuition is currently
$156.60 for residents and
$388.50 for non-residents per
credit hour.

St. Clair was editor of The
Student from 1971 to 1972
and adviser for The Horizon
from 1987 to 2000. As both a
former editor and adviser, St.
Clair has been intimately
involved with The Horizon
through the years and has
witnessed the growth of the
paper and the editors who
worked under him.

“A big satisfaction I get is
seeing people like Cary
[Stemle, editor of the
Louisville Eccentric Observ-
er] and others stay in journal-
ism and progress into high
positions and succeed,” he
said.

Stemle was editor of The
Horizon from fall 1988 to
spring 1989 and graduated
from IU Southeast in 1991.

Stemle said he was very
appreciative of the job St.
Clair did as adviser for The
Horizon.

“I think Jim is terrific,” he
said. “He is a selfless man

who is interested in everyone
and he helps them get jobs in
the field of journalism.”

St. Clair and Stemle, as
well as several other former
editors, talked about the
bonding experience of stay-
ing up late on Fridays to
meet the deadline and put
the paper together.

“It is a very difficult thing
to produce a newspaper
week after week and you get
a chance to develop a differ-
ent kind of relationship with
the students,” St. Clair said.
“A very strong bond devel-
ops.”

St. Clair said one story The
Horizon covered while he
was adviser was particularly
difficult but rewarding. In
the late ’80s, accusations
were made about then Chan-
cellor Leon Rand concerning
misappropriation of funds.
The Horizon ran a story
about the allegations.

“We did a fair job and
exposed the rumors as being
unfounded and malicious,”
St. Clair said. “I think we
were able to prick the bubble
and let it blow over.”

Stemle worked on the staff
when the story broke.

“They did a good job with
that story,” Stemle said.

St. Clair said The Horizon
has changed drastically since
he was editor.

“When I was editor we
had a managing editor so
essentially it was a two man
operation,” he said. 

“Some issues were just
four pages. Now there is far
more content and far more
people.”

“Of course the campus has
changed a lot too,” he added.
“It was in [Jeffersonville] and
it was much smaller.”

The headline of the special
St. Patrick’s Day edition of
The Southeastern Student

that was released in March of
1949 illustrates one way the
campus has changed. 

The edition was printed in
green ink and featured a
hand-drawn Easter Bunny
on the front page. The head-
line read “Men outnumber
women students.” The story
went on to say there were 542
men on campus compared to
330 women. 

According to IU South-
east’s Web site, the campus is
now composed of 63 percent
women compared to 37 per-
cent men.

Another headline, from
the Feb. 27, 1990, issue, read
“New technology gives IUS
library of tomorrow.” The
story touted the old library,
formerly located on the top
floor of the University Cen-
ter, as a state of the art facili-
ty featuring “new technolo-
gy” such as compact discs
and modems. 

St. Clair said two stories
that he covered while he was
editor stood out from all the
rest. One involved separation
of church and state and the
other involved the governing
policy of the university and
the role of students in policy-
making.

“One of the big issues
when I was editor was there
had always been a Baccalau-
reate ceremony that was
semi-religious,” he said.
“One professor tried to get
the university to stop it
[because he thought it violat-
ed separation of church and
state] which ignited a debate
on campus which was excit-
ing from a news reporting
standpoint.”

“The other big issue
involved the future of athlet-
ics at IUS,” he said. “The
chancellor removed two stu-
dents from the athletic com-
mittee that opposed the plan

[to expand athletics at IU
Southeast] and put two stu-
dents on who support it.” 

St. Clair was a member of
the committee at the time.

He said the latter experi-
ence taught him that power
ultimately rests in the hands
of the administration and not
the students. 

However, he did say that
the administration does lis-
ten to students.

St. Clair stepped aside as
adviser for The Horizon in
2000. Ron Allman, associate
professor of journalism and
current adviser for The Hori-
zon, was his replacement.

“Ron brings the techno-
logical capabilities and that is
why I thought it was time to
step aside,” he said.

The Horizon has evolved
technologically over the 60
years of its existence. 

“I used a manual type-
writer when I wrote stories,”
St. Clair said, referring to his
time as an editor. 

“We had to cut and paste
manually. It was time-con-
suming, dirty and not a very
efficient way to produce a
paper but that was state of
the art in the early ’70s,” he
said.

“Even during the time I
was adviser to today the
technology has improved,”
he added. “You couldn’t even
conceive of broadcast or pod-
cast five years ago.”

Allman said he felt it was
time to offer more technolog-
ical features to The Horizon’s
readers.

“With today’s technology,
there is a convergence in the
media, and The Horizon
needs to prepare students to
be ready,” he said. 

“We have two podcasts,
an online webcast, an online
edition and Time-Wasting
Web sites.” 

Niki Rodriguez, a 2006
graduate of IU Southeast and
editor of The Horizon from
fall 2001 to spring 2005,
including a stint as editor-in-
chief from 2004 to 2005, said
many technological aspects
of The Horizon changed dur-
ing her tenure.

“The journalism program
itself has grown,” she said.
“We didn’t have the podcast
or broadcast when I started.
Now they don’t just have
print media.”

Rodriguez was recently
hired as the copy editor of
The Blackfoot Morning
News in Blackfoot, Idaho.
She credits her time on The
Horizon for landing her the
job.

“Being editor helped a lot
because all the questions in
my interview covered what
was done at The Horizon,”
she said.

Alan Stewart, sports edi-
tor for The Corydon Democ-
rat and sports editor for The
Horizon from 1996 to 1997,
said photography has
improved as well.

“The photography has
improved because of the
speed of digital photogra-
phy,” he said. “You no longer
have to develop your photos
in a darkroom.”

Stewart also said he was
impressed with the podcast
and broadcast.

“I think that’s great, espe-
cially today when people
want things on the go,” he
said. “The more you can get
yourself out there, the bet-
ter.” 

All the former editors and
advisers talked positively
about their experiences on
The Horizon. 

“I recommend it for us
misfits,” Stemle said. “It’s
good for people who aren’t
interested in much else.”

Jerod Clapp, journalism
senior and current editor of
The Horizon, offered a dif-
ferent view of what it is like
to produce The Horizon.

“There are moments on
Friday nights when you want
to kill each other, but when
it’s all said and done we are
all very close friends,” he
said. “It’s kind of unusual but
when you are all working
together on one thing that is
so important to all of you,
you put aside your differ-
ences and laugh about them
over drinks later.”

St. Clair said his experi-
ences as adviser were posi-
tive.

“It has its ups and downs
but for the most part it was a
great experience,” St. Clair
said.

Allman echoed this senti-
ment.

“I have two dream jobs,”
Allman said. “One would be
pope, the other I am doing.” 

The senate voted to table
the legislation until next
week.

This was done to give
them an opportunity to
research the Student Activi-
ty Fee increase and inform
the student body.

Taylor asked the senate
to do an informal vote to see
what their opinion would
be if the chancellor needed
an immediate response. 

The senate vote was
decided with six nays and
one abstention.

Lynn Mars, secondary
education freshman and
SGA treasurer, said he’s
going to try to get the infor-
mation out about the
increase.

“I’m going to mention it
in each of my classes and

stop people in the hall-
ways,” Mars said.

Taylor said SGA needs to
get out and tell students.

“We need to get our feel-
ers out there and get our
networks going,” Taylor
said.

Taylor said if he had a
choice, he’d like to see the
money more evenly distrib-
uted between the student
groups.

“I don’t think it’s too
bad,” Taylor said. “No one
likes to pay more, but some-
times we have to.”

Also, the bill presented at
the Feb. 15 meeting to real-
locate funds from the Gen-
eral Fund to the Credit Card
Royalties account was with-
drawn by its author, Lynn
Mars.

Mars said SGA isn’t
allowed to move SAF mon-

ey into the credit card royal-
ties account, so the bill had
to be taken down.

He said Student Life is
still looking for the money
that should have been
deposited into the CCR.

“We haven’t gotten a
deposit since August, so we
should have gotten two by
now,” Mars said.

Mars said until the mon-
ey comes in, they can’t reim-
burse every student group
for events they put on.

“We’re limited on the stu-
dent groups we can give
money to out of the General
Fund,” Mars said. “As long
as it has open membership,
we can.”

Mars said groups like the
College Democrats and
Republicans couldn’t be
reimbursed because they’re
more exclusive.

would affect those students
more than younger students.

“A lot of people are on
campus for several hours
and they’re going to have
some trouble,” Gonya said. 

“People already know the
risks of smoking and it’s not
our job to make them quit.”

Doug Geiger, computer
science major, said he’s try-
ing to quit smoking anyway.

“We just keep killing our-
selves as a nation,” Geiger
said. “You shouldn’t be
smoking in the first place.”

Geiger said even if a
smoking ban is set in place,
students are likely to smoke
anyway.

“People will just go out
and smoke in their cars,”
Geiger said.

Dennis Simon, interim

chief of the IUS Police, said
there aren’t any real guide-
lines for smoking outside
and the only building on
campus with a buffer zone to
obey is Life Sciences.

Simon said after one or
two verbal warnings, stu-
dents would be subject to the
rules outlined in the code of
student conduct, and may be
brought before the vice chan-
cellor of Student Affairs.

Simon said he hasn’t
heard many people com-
plain to the police about
smokers.

“We’ve had people voice
their opinions, but not that
many people call in and
complain,” Simon said. 

Simon said possible pun-
ishment for smoking after a
smoking ban is enforced
would be a violation sum-
mons or a ticket.
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