Isaiah 1

1:2-4
-> an ominous start: MH’s ‘We will hope to meet with a brighter and more pleasant scene
before we come to the end of this book; but here, in the beginning of it, everything looks
very bad...What is the wilderness of the world, if the church, the vineyard [looks this
bad]?”’
-2a’s opening proclamation to heavens and earth
-MH sees this as a poke at Israel (a la 3's animals): ‘Sooner will the inanimate
[things] hear...than this stupid, senseless people. Let the lights of the heaven
shame their darkness, and the fruitfulness of the earth their barrenness, and the
strictness of each to its time their irregularity.’
-W&Z'’s “These verses are in the form of a covenant lawsuit against Judah’ and
here, Richards’ ‘The whole universe is the courtroom!’ (Dt 4:26, 30:19, 31:29,
32:1, Ps 50:4-6, Mic 6:1-2)
-2b's ‘I have reared children (Ex 4:22's ‘firstborn son’) and brought them up but they have
rebelled (4x in NIV in ch. 1- 1:2,5,20,28; see also: Is 66:24's concluding verse!) against
me’ (Dt 32:6)
-3's unfavorable comparisons to oxen and donkeys- at least they know their ‘master’ and
their ‘owner’s manger’ (Jer 8:7)
-for Israel, God and His source of food for them (the word/law; see: the point of
worship, ritual, etc.; see also: manger as veiled ref to Christ?!)
-the role of ignorance in their sin (5:13a; Eph 4:18); see also: stubborn, unable to
follow owner’s voice
-note: ‘Israel’ as all Israel vs. just Northern kingdom.
-4's mess: sinful, ‘loaded with guilt’, ‘a brood of evildoers’, ‘children given to corruption’-
who had defiantly ‘forsaken...spurned...and turned their backs’ on God (vs. 38:17b’s
‘behind your back’!; 1% ref to ‘Holy One of Israel’)
-four nouns which were supposed to connote privilege (nation, people, brood,
children) that had instead become a license for four adjectives of sin



1:5-9's God’s past attempts to discipline them
-5b’s ‘why do you persist in rebellion?’- understood as connected to 5a’s ‘why should you
be beaten anymore?’ (w/ app. to those who bring trouble on themselves)
-both spiritually, and under the Old Covenant, militarily
-5¢-6's analogy to a completely injured body- ‘whole head/heart/body...no
soundness’ (transferred to the Suffering Servant- 53:4-5)
-and not looking to or perhaps not able to recover-- with ‘open sores, not
cleansed or bandaged’
-7's agricultural and economic disaster at the hands of foreigners (Pr 24:30-31)-
pointing forward to Assyria messing with and Babylon conquering Judah
-in any case, Motyer’s ‘the function of the allusion is to display the ill-
desserts of forsaking the Lord.’
—> God letting trouble come to them
-8's two pictures of vulnerability- temporary/flimsy shelters in a field, alone and
difficult to protect- in the face of a siege (LR, starving slowly)
-9's ‘some survivors’- a remnant, saved by God’s mercy (quoted in Rom 9:29
where it is connected with Is 10:22-23; Hos 11:8-11)
-vs. total and totally-deserved destruction a la S&G (3:9; Dt 29:23-24, Ez
16:44-63, Mt 11:23-24, Jude 7)
—> ‘the Lord’ brackets passage- as 2's Judge and 9's Savior

1:10-17
—> he lived 60 years saying stuff like this?!
-10's opening proclamation to ‘rulers of Sodom...people of Gomorrah’ (1:9)
-both leaders and followers are culpable
-focuses on God’s word and law- ironically, what they thought they had been
doing; but beyond religious ritual to loving God and others
-‘hear and listen’ (1:2)- here, expanding on 2-3's opening charge; from 4-9's
national disaster to 10-17's dissonance between religious observances and civil
disobedience
-> what God thinks about their religious practices- sacrifices, offerings, feasts, and
special days' (Col 2:16)
-11a's ‘multitude’ as nothing; 11b’s ‘more than enough...’; 13a's ‘meaningless’
-prosperity during Uzziah’s reign; ably kept up Temple service, but
Motyer’s ‘these sacrifices mean nothing...add nothing, and do nothing’

! New Moon Days were celebrated on the first day of every month.



-11¢’s ‘no pleasure in..." (same as 53:10's ‘will’!?); 13b's ‘detestable’; 13¢’s ‘I cannot
bear...”; 14a's ‘my soul hates’; 14b’s ‘a burden...[He is] weary of bearing’ (43:4)
-14's ‘become’ implies that they were once fine; not trashing the institution
but their practice
—> given what God thinks about how they treat others, esp. the most vulnerable in society
-12's ‘trampling of my courts’ (fig. or lit. for people or animals; Motyer’s ‘“This was
all there was to it- the noise of feet on pavement.’); 15b’s ‘your hands are full of
blood’ (1:21; at least includes fig. as well a la Mt 5:21-24)
-both defined more precisely in relation to 16-17's remedy
-Miller’s ‘lawless greed...covered by a thin veneer of religiosity’;
Motyer quotes Skinner: ‘the unholy alliance of religious duty and
personal iniquity’
-MH’s ‘strangers...to the power of religion, and yet...very zealous for the
show and shadow and form of it.’- frequent prayer and impressive
offerings/sacrifices: spending time and money, giving to God (vs. idols), as
much as the law required and more, their best (vs. Malachi), at the right
times and places...and probably confused why that isn’t sufficient
-but MH’s ‘sacrifice without obedience is a jest, an affront, and a
provocation to God’ (58:3-7; I Sam 15:22-23, Ps 51:16-17, Jer 7:21-
26, Hos 6:6, Amos 4:4-5, 5:21-24; read Mic 6:6-8, Mt 15:7-9)
-w/ potentially sobering app. to our church attendance, service,
tithing, study, etc.; Motyer’s ‘Every religion has its necessary
outward forms, and every religion is susceptible to the same danger
of defining the reality in terms of the form.’
-not revoking the sacrificial system, but calling them to an understanding of
it, and obeying the civil/moral law not just the ceremonial law
—> as a result, 15's will not even respond to their prayers (8:17, 59:2; Mic 3:4)-
considered false without 16-17's repentance...
-W&Z'’s ‘like a murderer spreading out his bloodstained hands to God in
prayer. This spiritual condition made Judah’s religious ritual ludicrous.’ (Ps
66:18)
-perhaps some living as if sins were paid for thru sacrifice- so anything
goes; see: cheap grace!
-16-17's repentance provides implicit hope, made explicit in 18's offer
-eliminating sins of commission: 16a’s ‘wash and make yourselves clean’
(1:18; vs. ceremonial washings!); 16b’s ‘stop doing wrong/evil’

2 Motyer’s ‘Before Isaiah is finished, he will have revealed a sacrifice in which the Lord
does delight.’



-adding good works of commission: 17a’s ‘learn to do right’- defined
in social terms as 17b’s ‘seek justice, encourage the oppressed’ (10:1-
2, 58:6; Dt 24:19-21, 26:12, Jer 22:3)
-defined further as 17¢’s ‘Defend the cause of the fatherless,
plead the case of the widow.’ (1:23b, Dt 14:29, 24:17-18,
27:19, Jer 22:16; Jas 1:27)

1:18-20
-18a’s ‘come now, let us reason together’
-vs. tone of 2a,10a’s proclamation and 10a’s comparison to S&G (Jas 4:8)-
very father-like as with a teenager; dialogue vs. ‘rant’
-see also: 5a,5b, 11a,12a’s rhetorical questions
-vs. substance of 15's prohibition against prayer- wants to talk; willing to
listen!
-vs. expected verdict of the ‘court case’- guilty, but then a
merciful/gracious invite to salvation (esp. in light of 11's sacrifices and
their inability to accomplish same)
-all this as a matter of ‘reason’/truths- their sin, the op for
repentance/salvation, and God’s subsequent promises of abundant life (Ez
18:21-29)
-at least here, ‘reason’ trumps religion and ritual
-18b’s J and forgiveness post-J: from scarlet/crimson sins to ‘white as snow/wool’
(Ps 51:1-7)
-based implicitly on 18a’s faith/reason, 19a’s ‘willing and obedient’-
faith/trust and repentance
-scarlet/crimson (perhaps with 15,21's murder/violence in mind)- a deep-
red permanent dye- LAB’s ‘virtually impossible to remove from clothing’
-vs. snow/wool- purity, and beyond...that which is naturally white
-starting white; cannot get it back- but here, just as if I'd
never...
-Motyer’s “The Lord’s promise is not only to deal with the
stain of sin but with the nature from which it springs.’ (blood
and cross; Nee’s sin and sin factory)
-if so, 19b's ‘you will eat the best from the land’
-vs. 20's consequences for refusal of J or lack of repentance within S-
‘resist and rebel’: ‘devoured (19's ‘eaten’ in Heb. for emphasis) by the
sword’

-20's ‘for the mouth of the Lord has spoken’ brackets with 2,10's ‘hear the word of
the Lord’ (in accusation)- God’s message as both conviction of sin and then, the



final word, the offer of salvation by grace thru faith



Isaiah 1:21-2:22

1:21-23
-21's before and after': ‘the faithful city’ (1:26)- ‘once...full of justice’ and righteousness
(5:7, 28:17a; Pr 8:20, Amos 5:7; as under David and at least early-Solomon) vs. now, a
‘harlot’ and murderers
-‘once full of justice’ vs. a focus on once full of power (as in David’s empire) or
wealth (as in the time of Solomon)
-‘harlot’ as sexual sin-- representing promiscuity and unfaithfulness in their
marriage to (‘knowing’ of) God (only other use in 23:15-18, but see esp. in
Jeremiah and Hosea)
-23's focus on ‘rulers’- ‘rebels, companions of thieves...love bribes...chase after
gifts’ and do not ‘defend the cause of the’ orphan or the widow
-Motyer’s ‘“The widow and the orphan are test cases of the quality of the
biblical society’ (Ex 22:22-24, Jas 1:27)
-those who should stop thieves are instead, in cahoots with them (Ps 50:18,
Pr 1:11-14, Eccl 3:16; w/ app. to contemporary policy)
-see also: 22's from silver to dross (Jer 6:27-30, Lam 4:1, Ez 24:11-13); from
choice wine to ‘diluted with water’ (see: Isaiah’s use of ‘couplets’)
-MH’s ‘Dross may shine like silver, and the wine that is mixed with water
may retain the color of wine, but neither is worth [much]. Thus they
retained a show and pretense of virtue and justice, but had no true sense of
either.’
-latter w/ app. to ‘debate’ over wine in Biblical times

1:24-31
-24a’s ‘therefore’ God takes action
-24b’s ‘relief from my foes and avenge (63:4) myself on my enemies’- rebels
within the covenant community of Israel (25's ‘you’)!
-on ‘relief’, God is so burdened with sin (43:24b) that we're given the
picture of Him being relieved by its being dealt with (Amos 2:13)
-not death but discipline
-25’s ‘turn His hand against’ Israel- to ‘thoroughly purge away your
dross/impurities’ (1:22, 48:10)
-in tandem with 26a's ‘restore (old/new self; same as 25's ‘turn’ in Heb. for
emphasis— as in 1:19-20) judges as in days of old’ (see: Judges govt) and
‘your counselors as at the beginning’ (ref to the Spirit?)

UNIV’s ‘see’ is not in the Hebrew.



—>26b’s ‘the city of righteousness, the faithful city’ (rounding out 1:21)- 27a’s
‘redeemed with justice’; 27b's the ‘penitent’ (or returnees- from exile) will be
redeemed with righteousness’
-connecting 26b and 27, MH’s ‘The reviving of a people’s virtues is the
restoring of their honor.’
-connecting 27a and 27b, Motyer’s ‘two sides to restoration: objectively, the
Lord’s work of redemption and subjectively, the human response of
penitence.’
—>28a's ‘rebels (lit. ‘transgressors’; same word as 1:2; see also: 1:5,20) and sinners
will...be broken’- 29's ‘ashamed [disgraced] because of the sacred oaks [gardens]’
they had delighted in [chosen]
-now ashamed- conscience restored as well
-‘oaks’ (Ez 6:13) often worshiped as a symbol of strength (w/ app.); gardens
as fertility (65:3, 66:17)
->28b’s ‘those who forsake the Lord will perish’
-30's oak with ‘fading leaves’, garden without water- again, fading over
time (Jer 17:5-6)
-Motyer’s ‘False religion has no inherent life...the picture [has
turned] to one of dependence upon an outside source of life- water.
[Likewise], false religion has no external reality to nourish it.’
-31a’s ‘mighty man’ who ‘will become tinder and his work a spark’ (!)- both
burning up (33:11-14, 34:9-10; I Cor 3:12-15)
-picture of Israel’s inability to help itself, Babylon’s conquering, and
ultimately, hell
—> the tension between redemption and judgment: 9's remnant saved by God’s mercy, 18-
20's offer of salvation or else, 21-31's more of the same

2:1-5°

-> nearly identical to Mic 4:1-3-- KSB’s ‘floating oracle’; not clear who wrote it (prob.
Is*), but clearly popular; perhaps a contemporary hymn-- where most of the singers were
missing the point!

2 Motyer notes that this pattern repeats itself in chs. 40-55- the role of the Gentiles in
God’s plans (chs. 40-42), Israel’s failings (chs. 42-48) and God’s redemption of Israel (chs. 48-
55).

? See: Motyer, p. 53, ftn 3 on greater style consistency with Isaiah.



-2’s ‘in the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as chief among
the mountains...raised above the hills and all nations will stream to it’
-‘the last days’ as Motyer’s ‘the undated future’-~ mid-term messianic (Acts 2:17,
Heb 1:2) &/or ultimately LR in New J (but this phrase is usually used for the
church age- thus, a post-M passage)
-‘mountain’ (2:14) often represents govt (Ps 68:16, Dan 2:35, Amos 4:1) or home
of the gods
-used 8x in Is to denote the Jews and Gentiles coming to J together
peacefully around the worship of God- here, ‘all nations will stream to it’
(14:1, 60:3-14, 66:23; Zech 8:23, 14:16)
-Motyer’s ‘the vision of J as the center of world pilgrimage’, fulfilling its
Abrahamic promise (Gen 12:3, 22:18; Ps 87, 121-122)
-2d’s ‘stream’ adds power- water flowing upwards; Motyer’s ‘a
supernatural magnetism’
—>3a’s so they could learn His ways and walk in His paths; 3b’s law/word
will go out from Zion/Jerusalem
-ways, walk, law, word
-‘He will teach’...they [will] walk’- their P along with God’s
(magnetic) P
-MH on ‘stream’ and ‘come let us go up’ (Ps 122:1) as cooperation
and sharing the good news
-MH on ‘the law’ as the gospel, the NT law- ‘a law of faith’- which
pointedly started in Jerusalem and spread from there (Lk 24:47)
—> all this as the establishment and triumph of Christianity and the church, the
preaching of the good news (Mt 5:14, Jn 18:20, Acts 26:26)
-‘the highest mountain’ implies firmly established, openly proclaimed, and
ultimately triumphant
-3's Mt. Zion vs. Mt. Sinai (Gal 4:21-31, Heb 12:22)
-4a's ‘judge between the nations...settle disputes for many peoples’
->4's ‘He will...they will’- peace as divine achievement leading to human effort
-4b’s ‘beat...swords into plowshares...spears into pruning hooks’ (Joel 3:10)
-from war/destructive to ag/productive/constructive; symbolizing a return
to Eden with curse removed
-4¢’s no more ‘take up sword’ or ‘train for war’
-in sum, Motyer’s ‘The means of war, the practice of war, and the mentality
of war will all disappear.’
-if pre-M, points to M reign; if post-M, points to impact of Christianity on the
world- Christ born into a rel. peaceful time, the design and tendency of the gospel
to make peace, the reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles



—->2-3a’s into Zion and then 3b-4's out from Zion; Motyer’s ‘The presence and truth of
the Lord exercises a supernatural magnetism, producing a reordered world and a new
humanity.’
->5's ‘Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord’
-‘us’ as inclusive (6:5)
-‘walk in..." vs. ‘walk to...’- already in God’s presence
-not just LR/utopian, but called to pursue this...
-then- for the Gentiles to know 3's ‘God of Jacob’, 5's ‘house of Jacob’ must
‘walk in the light of the Lord’ (Dt 4:5-8)
-and now (Eph 4:1, 5:8, 1 Jn 1:5-7)
-5's behavior motivated by 2-4's vision, hope, eternal perspective (I Thess 4:13-
5:8, I Pet 3:10-14, I Jn 3:2-3)
-a transitional verse (as 3:1)-- combining exhortation from what precedes and
justification for what follows (ch. 2's religious vs. ch. 3's social problems)...

2:6-8
—-> 1-5's vision for what could and will be vs. 6-8’s description of how they are inviting
judgment and 9-21's nature and results of God’s judgment (if they do not repent)
-6a's God has ‘abandoned [His] people’- left to rely on our resources, free to do their own
thing-- given...that they had abandoned him:
-6b’s ‘full of superstitions’ and practice divination (Lev 19:26b, Dt 18:10,14)
-east and Philistines (to the west) as fig. for worldly perspective
-becoming like their neighbors, and thus, less like God’s holy people
-ref to ‘Philistines’ as an insult
-divination ironic given that they should know their (general) future from
God’s word/promises
-7a’s ‘full of silver and gold’- ‘no end to their treasures’
-prob. mistakenly attributing their financial success to false gods
-7b’s ‘full of horses’- ‘no end to their chariots’ (31:1-3; vs. Dt 17:16-17)
-self-dependence in military might
-8's ‘full of idols’ (Jer 11:13)- worshiping what they’ve made with their own
‘hands/fingers’ (Dt 27:15)
-idolatry as climax of the charge in this chapter (see: 18-20's repeat)
-‘idols’ as lit. ‘nonentities’ (Heb. wordplay: ‘elilim’ vs. ‘Elohim’)
-irony and absurdity of worshiping something you make- Motyer’s ‘the
human [supposedly] creating the divine’



-> Motyer contrasts 2-5's hopeful vision with 6-8's brutal present reality:
-2b’s world drawn to Zion vs. 6's Jerusalem conforming with the world
-3's world wants to know the true God vs. 8's Judah inventing false gods
-3's world seeking the spiritual vs. 7’s Judah seeking the material
-4's vision of peace vs. 7b’s weapons of war
-4a’s God works with nations vs. 6's Judah abandoned by God

2:9-16's God over the worldly things on which man depends
-9a's ‘so man will be brought low...humbled’- by God or by themselves (thru natural
consequences)
-on the latter, MH’s “What a shame it is that great men think the service of the true
God below them and will not stoop to it, and yet will humble themselves to bow
down to an idol!’ (44:19)
-9b’s ‘do not forgive them’ (?!)
-a flash of anger/frustration (Ps; Jer; given the probable persecution he faced,
perhaps even taking God’s side
-not Isaiah commanding God but noting the obvious- forgiveness (w/o
repentance) is unthinkable in such a case
-alt. trans.- ‘do not raise them up’ as optimal discipline, tough love
-in any case, a brutal bookend with 6a’s ‘abandoned’
—->10's hide from the dread and splendor of God (identical to 19b, 21b; Jud 6:2, I Sam
13:6, Pr28:1, Lk 21:26, 23:30, Rev 6:15-17)
-MH’s ‘Those that will not fear God and flee o him will be forced to fear him and
flee from him.’
-‘rocks’ and ‘ground’ (lit. ‘dust’) as ironic given 6-8's dependence on the world
-not an exercise of God’s power as much as His mere appearance/revelation!
-> ]1a's ‘arrogant man...humbled’ and ‘pride...brought low’ (2:9a)
-11b’s ‘the Lord alone will be exalted in that day’; MH’s ‘Proud men stand
in competition with God...They likewise stand in opposition to God.’
—> 12’s ‘the Lord Almighty has a day in store for...’
-‘a day’- judgment for the nation, thru Assyria, Babylon, and Rome
-Israelites had interpreted this as judgment against those outside the covenant, but
instead, ironically, this meant stricter judgment for them! (Amos 3:1-2, 5:18-20);
see: privilege and responsibility
-12b’s ‘all the proud and lofty’ people, all things that are ‘exalted’
-13's all of Lebanon’s cedars and Bashan’s oaks- representing strength, wealth, or
pride (looking down in pride at the shrubs)



-14's all mountains (2:3) and hills*- again, representing govts

-15's every ‘lofty tower and...fortified wall’- trusting in city’s man-made
defenses absent God for security (2:7b)

-16's ‘every trading ship...stately vessel’- representing triumph over nature
and economic prosperity; trusting in govt, econ, and own efforts for
sustenance

2:17-22's God over idols
-17's repeat of 11 and 18's introduces idolatry- ‘idols will totally disappear’ (Jer
10:11)
-19,21's repeat of 10, but...
-substitutes prophecy for command
-adds ‘when He rises to shake the earth’ (5:25, 64:3; Job 38:13, Hag 2:6-7);
MH’s ‘to shake all those earthly props and supports with which they have
buoyed themselves up’
-20's people will throw their idols away (Ez 7:19)- to rats and bats
-MH’s ‘As God will abolish idols, so their worshipers shall abandon them,
either from a gracious conviction of their vanity and falsehood or from a
late and sad experience of their inability to help them.’
-again, irony- their previously highly-valued idols thrown to animals they
detest
-if moles and bats, points to having eyes but ultimately blind
-22's ‘Stop trusting in man (Ps 118:8-9), who has but breath in his nostrils. Of what
account is he?’
-complements earlier transition verse: 5's positive— walk with God vs. 22's
negative- quit depending on man
-‘of what account’ (is man) as 53:3's ‘esteemed’- but ironically ‘rejected’

4 Interesting that the created world is ‘on God’s side’ (1:2), but from a human
perspective, as here, it is fallen along with humanity.



Isaiah 3-4

3:1-3
-> from 2:22's general to ch. 3's specifics...
—> from ch. 2's religious to ch. 3's social- 2:2-4's true worship results in true society; 2:6-
21's corrupt religion results in ch. 3's corrupt leaders and society
-1a's ‘the Lord Almighty is about to take...supply and support’ from Judah- about 150
years later in judgment on Judah
-‘supply and support’ as masculine and feminine of same Heb. word- implying
totality (Dt 28:23-24)
-1b’s food and water- starting with the basics (vs. ch. 1's wealth)
-Motyer’s ‘Offense against the Creator results in the withholding of the
blessings of creation.’
-as a picture of distance in relation to Christ (Jn 4:14, 6:27)
-2-3's people: ‘hero and warrior’, ‘judge and prophet’, ‘soothsayer and elder’,
military officers, ‘counselor, skilled craftsman and clever enchanter’- again
implies totality: national and local; military, civil, and economic; legit and illegit

3:4-12
-governed by (4-5,12):
-4,12a's children/youth as bookends- prob. fig.; MH’s ‘with all the folly and
fickleness...of a child’
-see also: 5a,12's ‘oppress’; Sb’s ‘[rebel] against the old’; 5¢’s ‘the base
against the honorable’- honored independent of merit
-12b's new bookend: women (more soon- 3:16-4:1)- points to men’s failure to
adequately lead; power behind the throne &/or homes
-12¢’s ‘guides’ (lit. ‘those who set you right’!) who ‘lead you astray’
-leaders chosen (6-7):
-with haste (‘seize’)
-by nepotism (‘brothers/fathers’)
-points to shifting responsibility; why would that brother do it?!
-by appearance (‘cloak’ as sufficient)
-but MH’s ‘a sign that a country was much impoverished when it was a rare
thing to find a man that had good clothes’
-see also: 6b’s ‘a heap of ruins’, 8a’s ‘staggers...falling’
-> any of the above vs. wisdom, experience, integrity, etc.; Motyer’s ‘a breakdown
in national character...[a] spirit which treats national welfare, politics and
leadership as a joke’
—-> but 7's leadership refused given their own personal plight- evading leadership



responsibilities or wisely recognizing impossibilities (can’t even provide for self)
-the governed (8-11):
-overtly sinful: 8b's ‘words and deeds against the Lord, defying his glorious
presence’; and implications of 9b's ‘parade their sin like Sodom’ (1:9-10; Jer 3:3b)
—>9c¢’s ‘brought disaster on themselves: 11's ‘woe to the wicked...paid back
for what their hands have done’
-vs. 10's ‘it will be well with...the righteous [who] will enjoy the fruit
of their deeds’
-MH’s ‘To assure good people that it should be well with them, not
withstanding those general calamities [and] to assure wicked people
that, however God might, in judgment, remember mercy, yet it
should go ill with them.’

3:13-15's courtroom proceedings (Ps 50)
-14's present-time charges against the leaders and the people:
-‘ruined my vineyard’ (1:8, 5:1-7)
-taken ‘plunder from the poor’ (beyond Lev 19:9-10, Dt 24:20-21's failure to leave
gleanings, etc.— Motyer’s ‘giving nothing, taking everything’)
->15's ‘what do you mean by crushing my people (like a grape) and
grinding the faces of the poor?’
-leadership as op for self-interest vs. servanthood
-> combining the two- as Jezebel/Ahab with Naboth
—>3:1a,15b's ‘the Lord’ (Heb. ‘adonai’) and ‘the LORD Almighty’ (Heb. ‘yahweh’)
bracket this section- and are both used twice in 3:16-18, linking the two sections- thus,
perhaps esp. pointing to the wives and daughters of leaders
-3:18, 4:1's ‘in that day’ bookends next section, linking all three sections
—>3:13-15's judgment declared vs. 3:16-4:1's judgment executed
—->not just 14a’s leaders or ‘the people’- but pointing to specific groups, incl. women
(who one might easily leave ‘off the hook’)

3:16-4:1's critique of ‘the women of Zion’ (32:9-13; Amos)
-GCM’s ‘a brilliant and satirical exposure of the vanity and futility of their mode
of life’; W&Z'’s ‘Isaiah’s picture of the Jerusalem socialites-- and their plight might
be humorous if it were not so pathetic...’
-16a’s ‘the Lord says...”- MH’s ‘The prophet expressly vouches God’s authority for what
he said, lest it should be thought it was unbecoming in him to take notice of such things,
and should be resented by the ladies.’



-16's descriptions: ‘haughty...outstretched necks...flirting...tripping along with mincing
steps...ankle ornaments’ (vs. I Tim 2:9-10, I Pet 3:3-4)
-not their wealth, but how they got it and what they failed to do with it (3:14-15)-
and here, their pride
—> fate/judgment:
-17's bald heads (common in affliction- 15:2, and servitude- Ez 29:18) and scalp
sores (Lev 13:2's ‘leprosy’) from God- irony of trying to attract but only repelling
with their appearance
-18a’s ‘the Lord will snatch away their finery’- 18b-23's jewelry, perfume, and
clothes' (Pr 7:16-17)
—> a long list-- pointing to the time, energy, money, and attention poured
into vanity and pride (vs. Ez 16:9-14)
-for his audience and for us
-vs. 14-15's taking and keeping stuff from the poor for this?!
-24's ‘stench’ vs. ‘fragrance’; ‘rope’ vs. ‘sash’ (led into bondage); ‘well-dressed hair’
vs. ‘baldness’; ‘sackcloth’ vs. ‘fine clothing’; ‘branding’ vs. ‘beauty’ (taken into
bondage like cattle)
-‘instead’ 5x as Motyer’s ‘sounds out five times, like a death knell’
-25's their men will die in battle (13:12), resulting in
-26's ‘lament...mourn...destitute’; ‘sit’ vs. 16's prancing around
-1's begging to be married (vs. I Cor 7:26)- to ‘take away our disgrace’
(54:4; see: NLT)
-except for the last phrase, 4:1 happens to me about one a week!
-their offer as the reverse of the usual marriage offer (Ex 21:10)
-if lit., see: 3:7's evasion; if fig., points to desperation
-‘disgrace’ as marriage (from widowhood) or more likely, children
-taking away 3:18-24's stuff and 3:25-4:1's husbands and children
—-> 1's women taking hold of a man to marry as same words as 3:6's
men taking hold of a man to lead; Motyer’s “The men placed reliance
on worldly social strength only to find such reliance always perishes
for want of fit people to rely on; the women gave their all to
allurement only to find that in the end there were no takers.’
—> see: 2:22's beginning of this section!
-26's Zion represented by 3:16-25, 4:1's ‘women of Zion’, who more broadly
represent 3:8-15's society
-‘women’ as lit. ‘daughters’- a mother/daughter theme

! See: Keller, p. 235-236.



4:2-6
—>as with 1:1-17 vs. 1:18-20; 1:21-31 vs. 2:1-5; 2:6-4:1's case followed by 4:2-6's
‘surprising’ mercy and grace to a faithful remnant
-MH’s ‘here the sun breaks out from behind the cloud’
-points to the reforms under Hezekiah, to return from exile in Babylon, to the
coming of the Messiah, to the end-times and Heaven
-2a's ‘in that day (4:1, 2:2)...]
-2b’s ‘the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious’
-‘the Branch’ (11:1, 53:2; Jer 23:5-6, 33:15, Zech 3:8, 6:12-13)
-always points to the Messiah as king and priest
-implies family tree- here, emphasizing David’s line/dynasty
-‘beautiful’ (vs. 3:16,18-23's pursuit of same)
—>2¢’s ‘the fruit of the land’ (37:31-32; Jn 12:24, Ps 67:6) will be ‘the pride
and glory’ (vs. 2:11,12) of the now-faithful (3's ‘holy’) remnant (1:9)
-‘the fruit’ vs. ‘the land’- implies recognition of the Creator
-ironic that pride, here, is good- in the right things!
-along with 3's ‘recorded’ as in God’s ‘book of life’-- combining
election with free will
—> branch & fruit as messianic abundance or both as fig. for the Messiah
(Gal 5:22-23)
-4's ‘the Lord will wash (lit. ‘has rinsed’) away the filth of the women of Zion’
(3:16-4:1), the ‘bloodstains (violence/injustice; Il Kings 21:16) from Jerusalem’
-NIV’s future vs. NASB’s past tense continuing
-‘God will...’- delivered by God’s mercy/grace vs. own efforts
-combining 3's ‘holy’ and 4's ‘wash away’, MH’s ‘Then the remnant shall be
called holy...[He] washed it from among them by cutting off the wicked
persons, washed it from within them by purging out the wicked thing.’
-‘by a spirit (impersonal wind/blast- like 2:19,21's earthquake; or Spirit) of
judgment and...fire’ (Mal 3:2-3, Mt 3:11)
-‘fire’ represents purity, zeal, judgment (6:6; Ex 3:2-5, 19:18)
-> Motyer’s ‘Awaiting 3-4's new people is 5-6's newly-created Zion.’
-5a’s ‘the Lord will create...a cloud of smoke by day and...fire by night’ (Ex 13:21-
22, Neh 9:19)
-MH’s ‘to enlighten and warm the air which in the night is cold and dark’

? Motyer leans toward the latter: ‘The idea of the Messianic plenty, rich though its
overtones are, falls short of the dimensions of the verse...’



-5b’s ‘canopy’ as 6's ‘a shelter and a shade’ from sun and heat, ‘a refuge and
hiding place’ from storm and rain (32:1-2; Ps 27:5, 32:7, 91:9-10, 121:5-6,
Pr 18:10, I Pet 1:5)
-basics and more spiritual vs. earlier luxuries and purely material
-universal (rain and storm as ordinary or not) protection
-MH’s ‘In this world, we must expect change of weather and
all the inconveniences that attend it...but God is a refuge to
his people in all weathers.’
-‘canopy’ implies marriage and its consummation (Ps 19:4b-6, Joel
2:16)- here, the Messiah and his bride (Rev 19:7-9)
—-> Motyer contrasts 4:2-6 with 2:6-4:1:
-3:16's women'’s sin vs. 4:4's God’s cleansing them
-4:1's messed-up marriage vs. 4:5's bridal canopy of Messiah
-3:16-23's wrong-headed and unsuccessful pursuit of beauty vs. 4:2a's
satisfaction in true beauty
-2:10,19,21's 3x revelation of God’s glory sacks Jerusalem vs. 4:2,5's God’s
glory within Jerusalem
-3:2-7,12's failure of human leadership vs. 4:5's divine leadership thru
cloud/flame
-3:13-18's Lord and LORD as judge vs. 4:4-5's both as redeemer
—> chs. 2-4 bookended within by 2:2-4 and 4:2-6's poems- contrasting utopian
vision with contemporary reality
-Motyer’s ‘the divine reaction of wrath and punishment fills the foreground,
but the background is full of the light of hope.’
-meant for their repentance as individuals and prophecy about future
judgment against unrepentant nation
-bracketed outside by chs. 1 and 5- ch. 1's national, religious, and civil
mess; ch. 5's formerly choice vine bearing bad fruit (in 6 woes)...



Isaiah 5

5:1-7 (1:8, 3:14; SofS 2:15, Jer 12:10, Hos 2:23, 10:1, 14:7; Mt 7:15-20, 21:33-46, Jn
15:1-8)
-1a's song about God- ‘the one I love’ (Dt 32) and his vineyard
-song and poem vs. 1:18's reason
-7a’s vineyard as type of Israel- easy for us to see, but probably a surprise to
I[saiah’s audience (a la Nathan/David)
-‘vineyard’ theme may point to Feast of Tabernacles for timing; in any case,
‘the one I love’ probably led his audience to believe this was a ‘marriage
song’ about God’s covenant with Israel (Ps 128:1-4, SofS 4:16)
-1b’s planted on a ‘fertile hillside’- all the nutrients for strong roots and good fruit
-2a's tilled the soil (Hos 10:12) and cleared it of stones (by analogy, Christ
removes our stony heart)
-2b’s watchtower- for defense or lodging; both representing God’s presence (see:
5's wall and hedge to protect- 27:2-3 vs. 1:8); and winepress (lit. ‘wine vat'- a
permanent storage place)
->2¢’s ‘looked’ for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit’ (lit. ‘stink-
fruit’; Heb 12:15)
-‘bad fruit’ defined as 7b’s type for bloodshed and ‘cries of distress’ vs.
justice and righteousness
-see: Is’ word play in that each pair sounds similar in Heb (mispat vs.
mispoh; sedagah vs. seaqah)-- pointing to the counterfeit nature of
their ritual obedience
-> from 1-2's song by Isaiah to 3-4's charge by God: 3's ‘judge between [us]’; 4a’s ‘what
more could have been done?’; 4b’s rhetorical why
-Motyer’s ‘No conceivable blame can attach to the owner, it must lie elsewhere’
and ‘what can now be done for the people of God when a total work of grace has
been lavished on them and yet they remain as if grace had never touched them?’
-MH’s ‘God expects vineyard-fruit from those that enjoy vineyard-privileges...his
expectations are neither high nor hard, but righteous and very reasonable... There
must be more than buds and blossoms. Good purposes and good beginnings are
good things, but not enough; there must be fruit, a good heart with a good life,
vineyard fruit, thoughts and affections, words and actions, agreeable to the Spirit,
which is the fatness of the vineyard.” (Mk 11:12-14, Gal 5:22-23)

"“Looked’ is used in 5:2,4,7.



-w/ app. to God tempering judgment by what He provides to us—
individually and corporately
-> 5-6's judgment: 5's ‘take away its hedge’ and ‘break down its wall’ (if lit., a double
fence) so it would be ‘destroyed...trampled’ (Babylon, then Rome); 6's ‘neither pruned nor
cultivated’ and without rain- it would become ‘a wasteland’ full of ‘briars and thorns’ (6x
in Is; Gen 3:18)
-an ironic answer to 4a's Q- allow sin to have its natural consequence; tough love
-no longer to be distinguished between the nations; MH’s ‘They mingled with the
nations and therefore were justly scattered among them.’
->gsee: Ps 80:8-16, Jer 2:21, Ez 15:2-8
—>2's ‘stink-fruit’ defined further: 8-12's material, 18-23's moral, each followed by two
matching judgments (13-17, 24-30)...

5:8-17's woes #1 & 2
-8's woe #1: to those ‘who add house to house...field to field’- accumulating wealth (prob.
unjustly- 3:14-15; contemporary Mic 2:1-2; Jezebel/Ahab vs. Naboth) and not using it
well
-9-10's judgment: 9's ‘great houses...fine mansions’ (Amos 3:15) will become ‘desolate’
and unoccupied (fitting/ironic and points to their vanity); 10's unproductive vineyards and
grain fields— the opposite of 5:2's plan and ch. 4's messianic plenty
-10's scarcity as judgment on 11-12's drunks
-11-12's woe #2: 11's alcoholics and drunkards (5:22, 28:7); 12's much effort into their
parties but ‘no regard/respect’ for the ‘deeds/work’ of ‘the Lord/His hands’ (incl. His
wine!)
-11's ‘early in the morning’ (Pr 23:29-35, esp. 23:35)
-as if it was their job (MH’s as if they were afraid of losing time from that
which is the greatest misspending of time’)- and, surely, at the expense of
their jobs (working the vineyard- in a sense!)
-speaks to the sin’s openness (3:9; II Pet 2:13b)
-13-15's judgment:
-13a's exile given ignorance
-not surprising given 11-12!; MH’s ‘how should they have knowledge when
by their excessive drinking, they make...fools of themselves?’
-13b’s hunger and thirst regardless of class
—> both ironic and fitting given their sin— captivity for drunkenness; famine for
greed/covet (Amos 4:1-3, 6:6-7)
-14's death regardless of class (Pr 30:15-16, Lk 16:25, Phil 3:19, Ps 49:16-17;
Eccl.), esp. for the partiers (Motyer’s ‘the party is over’)
-15's the prideful to be humbled (2:9,11)



-‘eyes’ as the fig. ‘organs of desire’ (Gen 3:6, 39:7, Ps 123:2)- the means by
which covet/greed are first exercised and then most humbled (Mt 5:27-29, 1
Jn 2:15-16)
-16-17's post-judgment:

-16's implications for God’s character- ‘the Lord Almighty exalted in justice’, ‘the

holy God will show himself holy by his righteousness’

-17's implications for God’s people (Ez 34:11-16)- sheep/lambs will graze/feed ‘as

in their own pasture...among the ruins of the rich’ (8-9's estates)

5:18-23's woes #3-6

-18-19's woe #3: to those who drag ‘sin/wickedness’ behind them with ‘ropes/cords of

deceit’ (vs. Hos 11:4)- to those who facetiously want God to appear (Il Pet 3:3-4)
-bringing sins along with them- for show, as baggage (see: ‘The Mission’, Great
Divorce), as a picture of bondage/slavery (vs. Ps 129:4, Mt 11:28-30); MH’s ‘who
take as much pains to sin as the cattle do that draw a [plow]’ (Job 4:8)
~‘hurry’ and ‘hasten’ as 1 and 3" parts of Isaiah’s son’s name (8:1)

-20's woe #4: to those who call evil ‘good’, darkness ‘light’, and bitter ‘sweet’- and all

vice versa
-MH'’s ‘[those] who not only live in the omission of that which is good, but
condemn it, argue against it, and because they will not practice it themselves, run
it down in others...[who] not only do that which is evil, but justify it and applaud
it, and recommend it to others as safe and good.’
-thru ignorance, rationalization, deceit and eventually seared conscience; with
ourselves and in leading others astray

-21's woe #5: to those who think they’re wise/clever
-represents self-dependence and pride (5:15)
-ironic in light of 20's ignorance or explanatory in light of 20's deceit

-22-23's woe #6:
-to 22's drunkards and alcoholics (5:11; MH’s ‘[those who] use their strength and
vigor, not in the service of their country, but in the service of their lusts’)
-connected to 23's unjust leaders— taking bribes so they could live in luxury (Pr
31:4-5); might and money trumping justice

5:24-30's judgment (Dt 28)

-24-25's judgment:
-24a’s comparison to straw and grass torched by fire
-24b’s ‘their roots will decay and their flowers blow away’- from head to toe
(totality); latter comes from former; latter as beauty/vanity



-24c¢’s given their rejection of God’s law/word
-> combo of fire (external) and rot (internal)- God’s P and their P;
enemies within and without

-25a’s ‘the Lord’s anger burns...he strikes them down’- ‘mountains shake’

and a lot of death (2:19,21; Jer 4:24-26)
-pointing to the earthquake during Uzziah’s reign (Amos 1:1, Zech
14:5) or one in the future

->25b’s ‘Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away’- uh-ohh...

-26-30's judgment cont’d- from environment to history (10:5-15; see: Rev)

-26's God summons other nations to do His bidding in judging Israel (see:

Hab!) and they come quickly
-27's strong and not disabled by anything (vs. 40:29-31!); 28's
powerful weapons; 29-30a's growl and roar while taking away their
prey (like a lion)
-fulfilled in Assyria, Babylon, and Rome

->30b’s ‘darkness and distress’ in the land- no hope! (5:4)
-Is 5 compares with Is 1, but more of a climax- Motyer’s ‘The
absence of the note of hope in chapter 5 compels the question
whether sin has nullified grace.” (5:4a’s Q; setting up Isaiah’s
commission in ch. 6)



Isaiah 6

6:1a’s ‘in the year that King Uzziah died’ (about 740 BC)
-dated specifically to fix its certainty historically and its context culturally/historically
-chronological or at the beginning of Isaiah’s ministry with chs. 1-5 as intro?
-‘in the year’ could be just before or after Uzziah died (1:1)
-LaSor et. al.’s ‘Some commentators suggest here a cause-and-effect relationship:
before that event, Isaiah saw only the glories and splendor of the royal court; but
when Uzziah died, God was able to break thru to Isaiah with a vision of the
heavenly court.’
-Uzziah/Azariah had been a decent king with a long and prosperous reign (Il Chron 26:1-
15), but...
-politically, international trouble brewing with Assyria since 745 BC
-spiritually, the people had fallen away from God (Il Kings 15:3-4's idolatry) and
Uzziah had as well- incl. leprosy at the end of his life, as a result of his making
offerings at the temple (I Chron 26:16-21, incl. 16's ‘But after Uzziah became
powerful, his pride led to his downfall’)
-on a personal level, the king was about to die; Isaiah as the only prophet to date
an event by a death (14:28)- and does so purposefully...
-Israel’s king dies but Israel’s God lives; Motyer’s ‘In what turns out to be
an apt symbol of David’s house itself, King Uzziah is dying. But alongside
the dying, defiled king there is the Holy One. The interplay of these two
kingships- the holy, divine King and the terminally-ill Davidic house- and
their envisaged merger in a divine King of David’s line becomes the
unifying theme [of this section; 7:14, 9:6-7, 11:1,10].’
-Motyer’s ‘Uzziah, as the darkness of death closed in upon him, was
symbolic of Isaiah’s view of the nation, its plight and its problem.’
—>in chs. 1-5, Isaiah gives the context for his call (from messages he preached within his
ministry); in ch. 6 he provides the same message- judgment and hope- and his initial
response to it
—-> ch. 6 bookends with ch. 12- an individual’s testimony to God’s gracious offer of
salvation and His holding out that blessing to others
-in between, a word for Judah (7:1-9:7) and a word for Israel (9:8-11:16)- each
with a ‘moment of decision’ refused, subsequent judgment thru Assyria’s invasion,
the judgment of Assyria, the restoration of a remnant, and a glorious/messianic
hope



6:1-4
-1b’s ‘I saw the Lord...’
-1b’s ‘I saw...”- given a vision to call him to obedience, to strengthen his faith and
his understanding of God’s character, esp. in the face of rejection, etc. (Acts 7:2,
Ex 3:2,Ez 1, Rev 1; w/ app.)
-‘the Lord’- not Yahweh but Adonai, presumably the pre-incarnate Christ (Jn
12:41, quoting Is 6:10; Ez 1:26-28, Dan 7:9-10; Ex 33:18-23, Jn 1:18, [ Tim 1:17,
6:16,1Jn4:12)
-1¢’s “...seated on a throne’ (Ps 29:10)
-MH'’s ‘a throne of glory, before which we must worship; a throne of
government, under which we must be subject’
-throne vs. usual connection to the Ark of the Covenant-- the (limiting)
symbol of the Lord’s presence
-vs. Uzziah who had just died and vacated his earthly throne- the symbol of
national order and authority
-1d’s ‘high and exalted’ (57:15; similar to 52:13)- high in His nature; exalted in
our acknowledging/worshiping His sovereignty
-1¢’s ‘the train of his robe filled the temple’
-heavenly or earthly temple? part of the vision (Ez 8; Rev 4) or was Isaiah
serving in the temple as a priest (Jer 1:1, Ez 1:3)?
-as a picture of the Spirit’s influence
-2's many (6:3,4) six-winged seraphs above Him (only ref in Scripture, but see Rev 4:6-9)
-related to Heb. ‘serap’- ‘to burn’, perhaps relating to their zeal and purity (Ps
104:4); in any case, what he experienced of their ministry- and how he remembers
them and names them
-two wings for flying (Dan 9:21) and two each for covering faces and feet-
denoting activity (Pr 1:15-16, 4:27), humility, and faithful service (Motyer’s ‘In
covering their feet they disavowed any intention to choose their own path’)- all w/
app.
-irony that they could not ‘see’ God (vs. 6:1)
-covered eyes not ears, since they were to be ready to listen to God’s word



-3's ‘calling’ to each other- ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty; the whole
earth 1s full of his glory.’
-3's ‘Yahweh’ vs. 1's ‘Adonai’
-on His holiness...
-contrasts with Uzziah, Isaiah, and all of Judah
-most frequent adjective used of God, but here, a threefold repeat
(Jer 7:4, 22:29, Ez 21:27)- only one of God in Scripture; repeats
used in Heb to express superlative and totality; may reflect the
seraphim’s understanding of the Trinity
-on ‘the whole earth is full of his glory’
-as God’s robe filled the temple (6:1)
-speaks to the goodness of creation and God’s vision for His
kingdom expanding within it (Num 14:21-22, Ps 72:18-19)
-4's causing the doorposts and thresholds of the temple to shake and the temple to
fill with smoke (Ex 19:18-19, 20:18-19; I Kings 8:10-13's temple opening; Hab
3:3-10; Christ’s death with temple veil and earthquakes)
-shaking doorposts and thresholds prevent his entrance to- or exit from--
the temple
-smoke prevents him from seeing God
-1's full of robe vs. 4's full of smoke; cloak and smoke
-in general, MH'’s ‘an indication of God’s wrath and displeasure against the
people for their sins; it was an earnest of the destruction of it and the city by
the Babylonians first, and afterwards by the Romans.’
-> Motyer’s ‘We learn of robes, a throne, attendants- all that fills the mind with a sense
of majesty- but the Lord is not described.’

6:5-7
—> set up by Isaiah’s vision of the greatness and holiness of God (w/ app.)
-5a’s ‘Woe is me! I am ruined!” (24:16; Jud 13:22)
-vs. ch. 5's woes and those woes which follow
-vs. our thinking of heaven (when clean!); MH’s ‘I should have said, “Blessed art
thou”...and one would think he should have said, “Happy am I”...’, but instead, ‘1
am ruined if God deals with me 1n strict justice’
-‘ruined’ derived from Heb. ‘to be silent’ as in the silence that follows
disaster or death- here, Motyer’s Isaiah is ‘excluded from the heavenly
choir, forbidden even to join from afar in adoration...the silence of death
must be included too.’
-> 5b’s ‘For I am a man of unclean lips and I live among a people of unclean lips
and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty’- 3's Holy One



-Motyer quotes Rowley: “When people fear God, it is not the consciousness
of...humanity in the presence of divine power, but the consciousness of...sin
in the presence of moral purity.’
-vs. 3's pure praise song
-‘unclean lips’ as:
-specific things he had said vs. more generally, verbal sins (Jas 3:2
vs. Heb 13:15)- MH’s ‘speaking the language of an unclean heart’
(Mt’s ‘out of the overflow...’
-or self-righteous comparisons to others rather than to God (esp.
given Judah’s sins); here, identifying with them instead
-in any case, verbal sins usually considered rel. mild; Motyer’s ‘What
we might reckon the lightest of sins is linked with what we might
accept as the least threatening of privileges (seeing God), but the
mixture is deadly.’
-‘live among...’
-recognizing their sin- and by inference, their capacity for salvation
as well (answering 5:30)
-pointing to his failure to confront or his inability to make a
difference (sins of verbal omission)
—> all connected to Isaiah’s recognition of God as holy; was this the catalyst
for Isaiah’s faithfulness or a powerful/motivating recognition/reiteration?
—> 6-7's seraph takes a live coal from the altar (Lev 6:12's altar for burnt offerings, Ex
30:7-8's for incense, or Lev 16:12's Yom Kippur) and flies to Isaiah, putting it on his lips
and announcing that his guilt had been removed and his sin ‘atoned for’ (4:4; Mt 3:11)
-God’s cleansing and grace follow Isaiah’s confession and repentance
-MH’s ‘God has strong consolations ready for holy mourners.’
-coal and announcement as instantaneous and comprehensive (vs. long burn
with scars, penance, or probation to follow)
-no ‘ouch!’- relative to vs. 5's realization
-coal put on his lips; Motyer’s ‘[this] shows how God ministers to the sinner
at the point of confessed need.’
-grace extended and explained (‘if anyone brings this up, it'll be you!’)
-as with the blood of sacrifices, and eventually of Christ- the coal doesn’t cleanse
him, but only represents God’s gracious cleansing
-OT fire is not for cleansing, but symbolic for God’s wrath toward sin (Gen
3:24, Num 11:1-3), His holiness (Ex 3:2-6, 19:18-23), and His Law (Dt
4:12,33,36)
-that said, this fire comes from the altar, which does represent
atonement, forgiveness and reconciliation



-as with Christ, this symbolic cleansing is accomplished thru an intermediary
—> all of this as a type of what Judah needed
—-> note that a seraph is dismissed for a time from praising God to fulfill this
relatively lowly task!
—> all at God’s initiative- 1-3's revelation, 4's exclusion, 6-7's cleansing,
salvation and restoration- but requiring Isaiah’s participation (5's response)

6:8 (Acts 28:25)
—> 1-7's reconciled to God; 8-13's called to be His prophet (Jer 1:9, Acts 2:3-4; structured
around ‘I said’ in 6:5,8,11)
-> 8a’s God asking ‘whom shall I send?’ and ‘who will go out for us?’
-‘us’ implies Trinity (Gen 1:26, 11:7; I Kings 22:19-22, Jer 23:18,22)
-question not rhetorical or out of ignorance, but as an op for Isaiah to respond out
of ‘free will’
—> 8b’s [saiah’s response: ‘Here am I. Send me!’ (Gen 22:1, I Sam 3)
-w/ 5's confession and repentance and 6-7's grace as pre-reqs for service
-eager to accept- even without the details!
-if he knew he was to be a prophet, interesting that his lips needed fixing
-MH’s ‘thus humbled...he was now to be called as a prophet...Those who are fittest
to be employed for God are low in their own eyes and are made deeply sensible of
their own weakness and unworthiness...Isaiah had been in a melancholy frame [of
mind], full of doubts and fears; but now that he had the assurance of the pardon of
his sin, the clouds were blown over, and he was fit for service and forward to it.’
—-> 3's voice of seraphs about God vs. 8's voice of God; 1's the Lord far away vs. 8's close
enough to ‘overhear’ Him; 5's unable to speak appropriately vs. 8's free to speak with a
Holy God; 3,5's unable to worship vs. 8's able to associate with God’s purposes (may
even be included in 8's ‘us’!; Amos 3:7)

6:9-13's commission to preach
->9-10's ministry, 11-13a’s historical/political, 13b’s messianic expectations
-9's ‘Be ever hearing/seeing, but never understanding/perceiving’; 10a's ‘make’ their
hearts ‘calloused’, their ears ‘dull’, their eyes ‘closed’ (42:18, 43:8 vs. 29:18, 35:5; 6x in
NTh
-> 10b’s ‘otherwise...”- they might see, hear, and understand- and thus, repent and
be healed

" Quoted by Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels for the Parable of the Sower- Mt 13:14-15,
Mk 4:12, Lk 8:10; used by John in Jn 12:40 and by Paul in Acts 28:26-27; Rom 11:7-10,25.



-Motyer’s ‘at first sight, the oddest commission ever given to a prophet’
-vs. what Isaiah expected in terms of ministerial fruit!
-very sarcastic and challenging, implying where they were at
-in a word, would listen but not learn; MH’s ‘There are many who hear the sound
of God’s word, but do not feel the power of it.’
-points to outer and inner faculties; 10's rounded structure for totality
-not a matter of complex or obscure teaching (given 28:9-10)
-apparently, hardened beyond repentance (a la Pharaoh; 29:9-10); MH’s
‘forasmuch as they would not be made better by his ministry, they should
be made worse by it’- a ministry of hardening or being Jim Eliot’s ‘crisis
man’ and underlining God’s justice (Ez 2:3-5; Ez 33's ‘watchman’)
-Motyer’s ‘preaching dilemma: if hearers are resistant to the truth,
the only recourse is to tell them the truth yet again, more clearly than
before. But to do this is to expose them to the risk of rejecting the
truth yet again and, therefore, of increased hardness of heart.’
-Motyer’s ‘His task was to bring the Lord’s word with fresh, even
unparalleled clarity, but in their response people would reach the
point of no return...These were the days in which the decisive word
was spoken and refused.’
->s0 why bother?
-perhaps the nation would somehow respond (see: Nineveh)
-for the sake of the individuals who would respond
-for the sake of those who would not respond
-for future reference (13's post-exile faithful remnant and us)
—> 11a’s Isaiah’s (interesting) response: ‘for how long?’- faithful or not??
-vs. other questions he could have asked
—> 11b-13's God’s answer:
-direct in effect, but not in timing
-11b’s destruction; 12's exile; 13a’s remnant in a land ‘laid waste’
-13a’s ‘tenth’ refers to those left behind during exile (II Kings 24:14) or
those who returned post-exile
-a very small proportion- as perhaps the faithful throughout history
and today
-consistent with the tithe (Lev 27:32); MH’s ‘It is that which under
the law was God'’s proportion; they shall be consecrated to God as
the tithes were, and be for his service and honor.’
-but 13b’s comparison of remnant to a ‘stump’ and reference to them (or Christ-
eventually) as ‘the holy seed’ (Rom 11:5)
-pretty depressing ministry op, but at least an encouraging end-- for us and



for Isaiah!; as 7's forgiven for a repentant Isaiah, 13's ‘holy seed’ for
repentant people; Motyer’s ‘Typically of Isaiah, hope is the unexpected
fringe attached to the garment of doom.’
-w/ broad app. to the ‘need’ to be cut down sometimes in order to be
built up
-bookends with Uzziah’s death (6:1a); looks forward to 11:1a’s Messianic
branch (Job 14:7-9)



