Children’s Literature Websites

Compiled by members of the L559 Summer I 2004 class at

Indiana University Southeast
1. http://nancykeane.com  Michelle Davis
2.  http://www.cbcbooks.org/  Children’s Book Council Website. Posts monthly new book releases with description. Bimonthly showcase of books related to a theme. Contains archived interviews with authors and links to their websites. Easy to maneuver.  (Anne Sanders)

3. kidsreads.com: The latest is book series, new books and information about various authors.  This site includes activities for hundreds of books, reviews of various books and a link to a kids friendly site of activities.  A great site for teachers of every grade, parents and children.  Wanda Lawhorn

4. http://www.people.virginia.edu/~jbh/children.html  This website allows you to look up specific authors that will then link you to their direct website.  It also allows you to look up children's featured books and you can also look up to see who the medal winners are.  This site is easy to navigate.  (Sherry)

5. www.cynthiarylant.com   I chose this website because I like this author, but my project is really going to be about two websites in one if that's okay.  She had a link to another website in hers that I liked so much better!  Ms. Rylant's is a little boring when you see the second one!  Both are kid-friendly and cute, but the second one is action-packed and ego boosting for some kids!  The second website is www.pilkey.com  
6. http://www.joycowley.com/  This is an author’s web-site that has many attractions.  It has many book lists and descriptions of the books.  It gives information about Joy Cowley’s life.  The site also has a letter to teachers that is regularly up-dated.  By Missy Polston
7. www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/authors/vanallsburg I chose to evaluate Chris Van Allsburg’s web site from Houghton Mifflin.  I thought it was a great place to find out more about Van Allsburg as well as his books.  There was little clutter, and yet there was enough information to keep me interested.  I found the links very user friendly, and there was even a link to audio recordings of three of Van Allsburg’s books.  Because there is not a lot of colorful clip art or interactive features I would suggest this site for older students that are more interested in the information.  Intermediate grades would probably be most appropriate although I think younger students would enjoy the read aloud, audio portion.  I think this would be a great site for an author study, and it would be very practical to use in the classroom.  I plan to use it with my fifth graders next year.  Danielle Sherwood
8.  www.teacher.scholastic.com  Good web page for teachers to explore.  It has some parts for students.  I particularly like the Best practice link. Joseph Wood
9.  www.seussville.com   This is a website designed for student, teachers, and parents.  It offers the following topics:  biography of Theodor Seuss Giesel, playground of activities related to Dr. Seuss books, catalog of books sorted in a variety of ways, and events such as the Read-Across America.  This website is full of educational information as well as fun activities for children. Susan Harris
10. http://www.robertmunsch.com/  This is a great website to share with children because Robert Munsch hasread his stories and put them on-line.  If you are one of his fans, you cancheck out any of his published, as well as unpublished, pieces of work. Hehas given summaries in text and voice (so you can read or listen about
them).  I also found that this is a wonderful website to contact him and to try and get your students' work published on the web!!
Erin Bixler
11. www.bookhive.org    This web site is designed for children up to 12 years old, parents, and teachers.  You can listen to a story, create a story, read reviews about suggested books, etc.  Very child-oriented.  I give it ***.Ruth Allen

12. www.trelease-on-reading.com   This is Jim Trelease’s website, author of The Read-Aloud Handbook.  I felt it was a very good website for teachers and parents – not really for students.  There is a biography about him on the sight, excerpts from his latest volume of The Handbook, and many excellent website links.  I feel that this would be a good website to share with parents.  It would give them ideas for books to read with their children and they can learn about the importance (and the do’s and don’ts) of reading to their children at home.        Stacey Meadors

13. http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listchildrens13.html At first glance, this website looks extremely boring.  However, if you take the time to explore, it can be a great asset.  The site has links to over 11, 000 other websites dealing with children’s literature.  There are book lists for special units such as Native Americans, African Americans, and Hispanic Americans.  There are lesson plans, children’s activities, book talks.  This website will take some time to explore but it is well worth it.  It is appropriate for all ages. Randy Cox
14. www.lauranumeroff.com   Laura Numeroff is an author/illustrator.  This site gives biographical information which includes lots of pictures.  It has a listing of all of the books she has written and where she got the ideas to write them.  The site includes a teacher section and kids fun section.  It is easy to navigate and is colorful and interesting.  Marcy Hamilton

15. http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/recommended/arts_lit/lk_childrens.shtm    There are many different links with this site.  It will take you to bookhive which gives you book reviews and the students can create their own booklist.  Bookpals has recorded stories and activities.  It has information about different children's authors, lesson plans, and a number that children can listen to stories over the phone.  The Carol Hurst website has a review of books and books related to the curriculum areas and different themes. colorin colorado is a website to inform parents about how to help their child excel in reading.  There is so much valuable information on this site.    Robin Geiger

16. http://www.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/index.html - This versatile website gives lots of helpful info. authors on the web, stories on the web, and resources for teachers and parents. (Jennifer Wiseman)

17. http://www.iuswp.net - This is a great website!  This site has many great links.  You can use it to find great books to use as mini-lessons during writing.  This site also has links that direct you to author websites.  If you enjoy writing this is a great class to take. (Stacy Mathes)

18. http://www.earobics.com/gamegoo/gooeyhomelo.html  GameGoo is an educational website for students to play games while they practice early reading and language skills.  It is a very "kid-friendly" site. Leslie Allen

19. www.kevinhenkes.com This website is a colorful site all about the author and illustrator, Kevin Henkes.  It has pictures of each of his book covers along with their titles, which helps children and adults identify his many different books.   There is a fun page about all of his different mouse characters and their corresponding picture books.  It includes coloring and activity pages about them too.  I also thought the chapter excerpts on the "novels" page were great in aiding making a decision on which one of his chapter books you may want to read.       -Jennifer Harris 
20. http://judyblume.com  is a great site.  Judy Blume's site was very easy to navigate and there was a lot of information about her as well as her books.  You can find a book of your choice she has written and find activities to go along with the book and how she feels about the book.  She even talks to teachers and kids about her writing as well as how to get started if one wants to write.  I thought the kids page was great for children who want to know more about her and her books.  This site would be a great place to go for teachers as well as possibly 3rd graders and up.  The younger children may not benefit from this site too much.  Check it out!            Crystal Conrad

21. www.memfox.net I hope you enjoy this web site of Mem Fox.This site is very informational for teachers and parents who want to know a little more about Mem Fox and her books.  It is a well organized web site.  Jill  Little.

22. www.patriciapolacco.com 
This is a great web-site to gain biographical information on the author.  It
includes: mini-posters, bookmarks, and puzzles.  Leslie Schade 

23. http://www.janbrett.com This website is a great resource to teachers especially if you are a fan of Jan Brett.  There are many teacher reproducibles such as flashcards, hall passes, and cards.  There are things your students can do that are interactive, as well as a biography and video/audio clips of Jan Brett.  This is especially good for teachers of the primary grades. Brandie Schuppert
24. www.clodbooks.com/peru-kidsbooks.htm    This web site gives an index for countries around the world.  You can choose and country and view books about the country.  Book entries include a brief description, review, and age categories.  Some lists have books written in both English and Spanish. (Regina Mudd)
25. http://www.educ.ucalgary.ca/litindex/default.html 
When you need lesson plans, project ideas, activitity ideas, question sheets, puzzles, etc, for a particular book, use this website.  Type in the book title and author then scroll through to find what you need.  Avoid textbook company sites, they usually want to sell you something. Penny 

26. http://picturingbooks.imaginarylands.org/  This website is very easy to navigate and is not an overload of information.  This site is appropriate for teachers and parents.  The site provides good information about different types of picture books, how to choose picture books, and links to other sites about picture books.  Amber Overhults 
