E339 Methods of Teaching Language Arts (M080)

E340 Methods of Teaching Reading I (M081)

M301 Field Experience (M082 1 credit/083 0 credit)

Spring, 2002

Tuesdays/Thursday 9:30-12:30

Fridays 9:15-12:15 (to be announced)

Hillside Hall 202/Pine View Elementary School (949-4310)

Barbara C. Thompson, Ph.D.
Harlan Uhl, Principal, Pine View

Office: HH 108B     941-2563 


Email: bacthomp@ius.edu
Home: 923-6093



Email: bctbookphile@aol.com
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-9;30, 12:30-1:30 at Pine View Elementary School, by appointment at IUS 

Bulletin Description:

E339: Development of language in the child with emphasis on linguistics, creative language, dramatic usage, handwriting, spelling, listening and writing process.  Attention given to individual and group processes of teaching, whole language approach, to disability and cultural awareness and to appropriate kinds of hardware and software.  Students will participate in appropriate field experience. 

E340: General overview of the reading program with emphasis on developmental content, word recognition, comprehension, skills and strategies, whole language approach, and instructional processes as applied to classroom teaching. Students will participate in appropriate field experiences. 

M301: Laboratory or field experience in education for juniors and seniors. 

Course Intent: The intent of the courses is to provide you with the theoretical foundations and instructional strategies for helping children to become literate individuals.  You will be active participants in your own learning.  You will be given opportunities to research, demonstrate, plan, instruct, reflect, listen, question, discuss and assess.  The following topics will be covered during the semester:

1. Theoretical foundations of literacy and language development

2.  Components of the Literacy Framework and how to use them

3. Reading and writing process

4. Stages of reading and writing development

5. Planning a literacy program

6. Creating a literacy rich environment

7. Assessing student’s strengths

8. Providing literacy experiences in which all students succeed daily

9. Cueing Systems

10. Schema Theory as related to reading comprehension

11.  Choosing appropriate books for reading

12. Managing the literacy workshop

13. Aligning curriculum to national, state and local standards

14. Adapting curriculum for all children

15. Integrating content areas into language arts

16. Basal reading instruction

17. Using research to ground teaching practice

18. Using technology to support literacy learning

19. Informal reading and writing assessments

20. Learning theory

21. Communicating with parents, administrators and the general public

22. Phonics instruction

23. Bilingual/ESL theory and methods

24. Culturally related differences in literacy

Texts:

Calkins, L. (1994) The Art of Teaching Writing. New Edition. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann

Cox, Carole (2002) Teaching Language Arts : A student and response-centered classroom  4th Ed. Boston: Allyn and Bacon 

 Choose one:

The Divine Secrets of the Ya Ya Sisterhood

The Bean Trees

Snow Falling on Cedars

The Perfect Storm

 Into Thin Air

Assignments:  
Course assignments will be determined based upon the needs and interests of the members of the course.  They will, however, include the following experiences:

A. Maintain a Literacy Notebook (A notebook in which you write about your work, life, readings etc.  See Calkins, 1996)

B. Maintain a Practicum Reflective Log ( A reflective notebook specifically focused on the work you do in classrooms- can be part of the Literacy Notebook.  It will be turned in every Tuesday after a practicum experience. )

C. Write an autobiographical introduction (A piece of writing emanating from the class’ writer’s workshop)

D. Construct a Literacy-focused Personal Text Set (This is a reflection on your personal literacy development. You will collect artifacts that document you as a literate individual.  It is due for mid-term)

E. Participate in book group discussions and presentations (Choosing one of the books above, you will participate in a literature circle with others reading the same book.  There will be assignments give by me to help you explore the nature of your own reading and in the end your group will produce a response to the text.)

F. Participate in committee work (The class will develop committees to aid in the functioning of the class)

G. Maintain a literacy strategies notebook (This is a notebook documenting any learning strategy in which you participate, observe or develop)

H. Present a piece of children’s literature as a read aloud with accompanying extensions (You will, using a guide given you by your peers, develop a lesson based upon a piece of children’s literature that teaches a language arts strategy)

I. Create and teach an author study in the classroom to which you are assigned (You will create a unit of AT LEAST six lessons that teach language arts strategies and use an author/illustrator/poet as the connecting theme)

J. Create a philosophical statement regarding literacy and literacy instruction (This is a written statement that you can use in your program portfolio)

K. Demonstrate a working knowledge of the English grapho-phonetic system (This will be done in both your oral and written work)

L. Demonstrate a working knowledge of the English syntactic system (This will be done in both your oral and written work)

M. Demonstrate a working knowledge of the conventions of the English writing system (This will be done in your written work)

N. Participate in an “expert” group” in one of the following categories:

Spelling, Handwriting, Grammar, Vocabulary, Storytelling, Poetry (Groups will be assigned the first day of class.  A rubric for evaluation will be distributed.  Groups will have the entire semester to research current knowledge in their area and present that knowledge to the rest of the class in both an oral and written form.)

O. Participate in a resource file group discussion on the following categories:

1. Spelling

2. Handwriting

3. Grammar

4. Phonics

5. Children’s Literature/Poetry

6. Diversity of Language

7. Early Literacy

8. Adolescent Literacy

9. Storytelling

10. Visual Literacy

11. Oral Language Development

12. Vocabulary

Within these categories you will have professional resources found in leading professional literacy journals (not grazed from the world wide web) to support the best practices as outlined in the standards established by the International Reading Association (IRA) and the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).  Each week you will read the article you have chosen on the topic for the week, prepare a one-page summary of the article and provide your group members with a copy of the article and your summary. The articles will then be placed in a resource notebook along with any other materials you might obtain related to the subjects noted above. 

P. Produce Reponses to Weekly Readings (As we do each week’s reading in the course texts, you will be introduced to a different type of response [double entry journal, post-it notes, graphic organizers].  You will be responsible for trying that type of response and turning in your responses to each week’s reading)

Q. Use “Oncourse” to obtain all course materials, engage in practicum discussion and receive e-mail. 

R. Write mid-term and final reflections for self evaluation of progress in courses.

Evaluation

It is my understanding that as a professional teacher in training, all your work will be at the exemplary level or you would not choose to teach our nation’s children as your career. All work shall be turned into me at an exemplary level or it will be returned to you for reworking. It is my assumption, therefore, that in regard to the academic portion of this course all students will receive an exemplary grade.  Should a student be unable to achieve exemplary work, a conference will be scheduled between his/her advisor, the coordinator of the elementary program and me to determine the student’s academic fitness to continue as an elementary education candidate. 

Differentiation between A, B and C level work will therefore be determined in the area of professional dispositions. The School of Education has outlined dispositions it believes candidates for licenses should exhibit. (Please see the attached form).  You will be evaluated on the attached disposition sheets and be evaluated as outlined on the elementary program rubric.

Timeliness of Work

The timeliness of your work will play a major role in this assessment.  While occasionally events transpire to make it difficult to turn in work in a timely manner, repeated occasions will detract from your evaluation as a professional and effect your final grades.  

Attendance

While events also transpire to prevent you from attending class, only your own illness or the death of an immediate family member should prevent you from attending class.  You will be working with students on a daily basis, just as a regular classroom teacher does.  This is not an experience you can make-up with outside book-work.  Absences in excess of two will effect your final grades negatively.  Any part of the actual 30 hour practicum experiences you miss must be made up on your own time.  Excused absences will be accepted only before class begins.  You may call me at home, my office or leave a message at Pine View. Should you be absent from a practicum session, it is imperative that you contact your classroom teacher at least  one hour prior to your absence.  Failure to contact a classroom teacher regarding an absence will result in the lowering of your final grade by one-half a grade for each occurrence. 

Triangulation of Evaluation

As is true of all forms of authentic evaluation, self-evaluation, peer evaluation and teacher evaluation will contribute to the outcome of the evaluation.  In other words, the evaluation will be triangulated (in all cases where triangulation is appropriate) to assure objectivity. 

If you have specific physical, psychiatric or learning disabilities and require accommodations, please contact me early in the semester so that your learning need may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, LB022, 941- 2579. 

No student will receive a grade in this course without meeting the minimum standards for each of the class assignments. 
